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Security Analysis Report: Japan (October 25 -
November 01, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of October 25 to November 01, 2026, Japan's security posture was
significantly shaped by intensified military exercises, a surge in cyberattacks, and
complex diplomatic engagements amidst regional tensions. Joint military drills with
the United States, notably Keen Sword 27, showcased advanced missile capabilities
and a focus on defending Japan's southwestern islands, signaling a robust deterrence
strategy against China and North Korea. Concurrently, Japan faced an unprecedented
wave of Al-powered cyberattacks, prompting an urgent government response and
highlighting critical vulnerabilities in its digital infrastructure. Diplomatic efforts
included strengthening alliances with the US and Germany, while relations with China
remained strained due to maritime confrontations and historical issues. North Korea's
multiple ballistic missile launches further underscored the volatile regional security
environment, necessitating Japan's continued defense buildup and strategic
re-evaluation.

Key Security Developments

* Military Activities and Exercises: Keen Sword 27 Concludes with Advanced
Deployments

The large-scale Keen Sword 27 joint military exercise between Japan and the United
States, which began on October 19, concluded on October 29, 2026. Involving
approximately 45,000 Japanese troops and 12,000 American service members, the
drills focused on the defense of Japan's southwestern islands and waters around its
northern coasts. A significant development was the first public deployment exercise of
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force's Type 25 Surface-to-Ship Guided Missile at the
Onohara Training Area (Nagasaki and Saga prefectures) on October 25,
demonstrating its 1,000 km range and integration with US targeting support. The US
also deployed its Typhon midrange missile system to Kadena Air Base in Okinawa,
capable of firing Tomahawk cruise missiles up to 1,600 kilometers, though it was not
fired during the exercises. These exercises, which included participants from seven
other nations, aimed to simulate real-world defense contingencies and strengthen

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use —2— 2026-11-01



SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

deterrence against China and North Korea.

* Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: Strengthening Deterrence and Public
Outreach

Japan's Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi affirmed the nation's commitment to an
"exclusively defense-oriented" policy while reviewing its three key national security
documents, expected to be completed by year-end. This review aims to strengthen
Japan's deterrence and response capabilities, with a focus on acquiring counterstrike
capabilities. The government also initiated a public outreach campaign from late
October, utilizing social media, videos with public figures, and advertisements in
Tokyo to explain security policy to different age groups, a move that has raised
concerns about steering public opinion. This push aligns with a broader shift in
defense policy since 2022, involving increased military spending, longer-range
weapons acquisition, and eased arms export restrictions.

* Diplomatic Relations: Enhanced Alliances Amidst Regional Tensions

Japan actively engaged in high-level diplomatic meetings. On October 28, Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi held a Japan-Germany Summit Meeting with Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, concurring on strengthening cooperation in security and defense,
economic security, and advanced technology. Foreign Minister Motegi attended the
G20 Foreign Ministers' Meeting and the Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting on October
31, where ministers reaffirmed cooperation for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific and
emphasized economic security. A Japan-US Defense Ministerial Meeting on October
28-29 saw Defense Minister Koizumi and US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth agree to
strengthen military deterrence and response capabilities, and establish a facility in
Japan for joint production of AMRAAM air-to-air missiles. However, relations with China
remained strained, marked by continued Chinese Coast Guard activity near the
Senkaku Islands and Chinese naval vessels crossing the Osumi Strait. Prime Minister
Takaichi's previous remarks on potential intervention in a Taiwan crisis continued to
fuel tensions with Beijing.

e Security Incidents and Threats: North Korean Missile Launches

On October 29, North Korea launched approximately 10 ballistic missiles towards
waters off its east coast, which were believed to have fallen outside Japan's Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ). Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara condemned the
launches as a serious threat to regional peace and security, though no damage to
Japanese territory or maritime zones was reported. This followed an earlier launch on
October 12, where two ballistic missiles were fired, one traveling over 910 km. These
repeated provocations underscore the persistent and evolving missile threat from
North Korea.

* Defense Acquisitions and Arms Deals: Joint Missile Production
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A significant development in defense acquisitions was the agreement between the US
and Japan to establish a facility in Japan for the final assembly and inspection of
AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM), essential for F-35
fighter jets. This joint production initiative is part of Japan's efforts to strengthen its
defense industrial capacity and enhance its deterrence capabilities. Japan is also
continuing its acquisition of domestically produced Type 25 missiles and
US-manufactured Tomahawk cruise missiles to bolster its counterstrike capabilities,
with deliveries of Tomahawks scheduled through fiscal year 2027.

* Cybersecurity: "October Surge" and Government Response

Japan experienced an "October Surge" of Al-powered cyberattacks, with at least 20
major Japanese companies reporting breaches since late September, and 134 related
items logged on the dark web in the first 15 days of October. The GMO Internet Group
suffered a significant breach of its Onamae.com Desktop Cloud service, potentially
affecting 26,739 servers and leading to unauthorized trades and financial losses for
customers. Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's government held an urgent ministerial
meeting on October 26 to discuss countermeasures, announcing an emergency
cybersecurity package and considering "access-neutralization measures" under the
newly effective Active Cyber Defense Act (October 1, 2026). A Chinese-developed Al
penetration-testing tool called ARTEX was linked to part of this wave of attacks.

* Maritime and Border Security: Senkaku Islands Confrontations

Tensions in the East China Sea persisted, with reports of Chinese Coast Guard vessels
confronting Japanese vessels near the disputed Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu in China) on
October 28. Japanese officials stated their coast guard protected a fishing crew and
ordered Chinese vessels to leave, while Beijing maintained its officers lawfully
expelled the Japanese boat. This incident, alongside earlier reports of Chinese naval
vessels, including three destroyers and a coast guard ship, crossing the Osumi Strait
and heading into the Pacific Ocean, highlights ongoing challenges to Japan's maritime
security and sovereignty.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments during this period significantly underscore its proactive
stance in shaping regional stability, particularly in the Indo-Pacific. The intensified
joint military exercises with the United States, such as Keen Sword 27, and the
agreement for joint AMRAAM missile production, reinforce the Japan-US alliance as the
cornerstone of regional security. This strengthened alliance, coupled with Japan's
pursuit of counterstrike capabilities and increased defense spending, is a direct
response to the perceived growing military assertiveness of China and the persistent
threats from North Korea. The deployment of advanced missile systems and the focus
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on defending southwestern islands like Yonaguni, strategically close to Taiwan, signal
Japan's commitment to deterring any attempts to unilaterally change the status quo
by force or coercion in the East China Sea and potentially the Taiwan Strait.

However, these actions also contribute to heightened regional tensions. China views
Japan's defense buildup and closer ties with the US as "accelerating remilitarization".
The repeated confrontations between Chinese and Japanese Coast Guard vessels
around the Senkaku Islands exemplify the ongoing friction and the risk of escalation in
disputed maritime zones. Prime Minister Takaichi's previous statements regarding
potential Japanese intervention in a Taiwan crisis further exacerbate Beijing's
concerns and contribute to a "dangerous new equilibrium" in Japan-China relations.
The diplomatic efforts through the Quad and with Germany demonstrate Japan's
strategy to build a broader network of like-minded partners to uphold a "Free and
Open Indo-Pacific" and counter Chinese influence.

The frequent ballistic missile launches by North Korea, including the approximately 10
missiles fired on October 29, maintain a high level of instability in Northeast Asia.
These provocations necessitate Japan's robust missile defense capabilities and
continued cooperation with the US and South Korea, even as diplomatic relations with
Russia remain strained, as evidenced by Foreign Minister Motegi's demarche
regarding the detention of a Japanese national and the situation in Ukraine. The
"October Surge" in cyberattacks, potentially linked to a Chinese Al tool, adds another
layer of complexity, highlighting the evolving nature of hybrid warfare and the need
for comprehensive cybersecurity defenses across the region.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense posture during this period reflects a significant
acceleration in its modernization programs and a strategic shift towards enhanced
deterrence and response capabilities. The conclusion of Keen Sword 27 showcased
the operational integration of advanced weaponry, particularly the Type 25
Surface-to-Ship Guided Missile, which has a range of approximately 1,000 km and is
considered a cornerstone of Japan's counterstrike capabilities. The deployment of this
missile system outside its base for the first time, along with the presence of the US
Typhon midrange missile system in Okinawa, indicates a move towards more realistic
and potentially offensive-oriented joint exercises.

Defense spending trends continue to rise, supporting the acquisition of long-range
missiles like the Type 25 and US-manufactured Tomahawk cruise missiles, with
deliveries expected through fiscal year 2027. The agreement to establish a facility in
Japan for the assembly and inspection of AMRAAM air-to-air missiles signifies a
deepening of defense industrial cooperation with the US and a commitment to
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bolstering air defense capabilities, particularly for F-35 fighter jets. While Japan
maintains its "exclusively defense-oriented" policy, the emphasis on "strengthening
deterrence and response capabilities" and acquiring "counterstrike capabilities"
represents a notable evolution in its defense doctrine, allowing for the potential to
strike enemy bases if attacked. This modernization is also addressing personnel
shortages within the Self-Defense Forces, with increased spending on personnel and a
review of military compensation planned.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Japan is likely to continue its
robust defense buildup and deepen military cooperation with its allies. The
government will finalize the revision of its three key national security documents by
year-end, which will further formalize its strategic shifts, including the acquisition of
counterstrike capabilities and increased defense spending. We can expect continued
public outreach campaigns to garner support for these policy changes. Cybersecurity
will remain a critical focus, with the government expected to implement its
emergency cybersecurity package within the next week, potentially including
"access-neutralization measures" under the Active Cyber Defense Act. Maritime
patrols and vigilance around the Senkaku Islands will remain high, given the ongoing
Chinese Coast Guard activities. North Korea's missile provocations are likely to persist,
maintaining a high alert level for Japan's air and missile defense systems.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The Senkaku Islands remain a primary flashpoint,
with the risk of accidental escalation due to frequent encounters between Japanese
and Chinese vessels. Any significant Chinese military action around Taiwan would be
considered an "existential crisis" for Japan, potentially drawing Tokyo into a conflict.
The waters around Japan's southwestern islands, including Yonaguni, will continue to
be areas of heightened military activity and potential confrontation. The ongoing wave
of sophisticated cyberattacks, especially those linked to state-sponsored actors or
advanced Al tools, poses a significant risk to Japan's critical infrastructure and
economic stability. North Korea's continued development and testing of ballistic
missiles, particularly those with advanced capabilities, represent a constant threat of
miscalculation or accidental conflict.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the specifics of Japan's revised
national security documents and their implementation, particularly regarding the
scope and deployment of counterstrike capabilities. The frequency and nature of
Chinese military and Coast Guard activities in the East China Sea and around the
Senkaku Islands will be crucial. Developments in Japan-China diplomatic relations,
especially any high-level dialogues or further retaliatory measures, should be closely
watched. The effectiveness of Japan's new cybersecurity measures and its ability to
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mitigate future Al-powered attacks will be important. Furthermore, any changes in
North Korea's missile testing patterns or rhetoric will be critical indicators of regional
stability. The progress of joint defense industrial projects, such as the AMRAAM
facility, will also signal the deepening of alliances.

Strategic recommendations: Japan should continue to strengthen its alliances,
particularly with the United States, to enhance deterrence and collective security.
Investing further in advanced missile defense systems and offensive counterstrike
capabilities, while ensuring transparency and clear communication of their defensive
nature, is crucial. A multi-layered approach to cybersecurity, including international
cooperation and robust domestic defenses, is essential to counter evolving cyber
threats. Japan should also pursue diplomatic channels to de-escalate tensions with
China, while firmly upholding its territorial claims. Finally, continued efforts to address
personnel shortages in the Self-Defense Forces through improved recruitment and
retention strategies are vital for sustaining its long-term defense posture.

“TTjson

{

“threat_level": "Elevated",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu Islands)",

"detail": "Ongoing confrontations between Chinese and Japanese Coast Guard vessels,
raising risk of escalation.",

"lat": 25.75,
"Ing": 123.50,
"intensity": 4
h

{

"label": "Okinawa (Kadena Air Base)",

"detail": "Deployment of US Typhon midrange missile system and a hub for joint
military exercises, increasing strategic importance and potential as a target.",

"lat": 26.35,
"Ing": 127.75,
"intensity": 3

b
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{
"label": "Onohara Training Area (Nagasaki/Saga)",

"detail": "Site of the first public deployment exercise of Japan's Type 25 anti-ship
missile, demonstrating enhanced counterstrike capabilities."”,

"lat": 33.00,

"Ing": 129.80,

"intensity": 2

h

{

"label": "Yonaguni Island",

"detail": "Key location for Keen Sword 27 exercises, strategically close to Taiwan, with
deployment of advanced US weapon systems.",

"lat": 24.46,

"Ing": 122.98,

"intensity": 3

h

{

"label": "Sea of Japan (East Sea)",

"detail": "Frequent ballistic missile launches by North Korea, posing a direct threat to
Japan's maritime security.",

"lat": 40.00,
"Ing": 135.00,
"intensity": 4
b

{
"label": "Tokyo (Cybersecurity Incidents)",

"detail": "Center of a surge in Al-powered cyberattacks targeting Japanese companies
and government, prompting urgent national response.",

"l[at": 35.68,
"Ing": 139.69,

"intensity": 3
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* Mao Shimada tops women’ s short program at Skate Canada (2026-11-01 02:35)

Mao Shimada of Japan won the women’ s short program Saturday at Skate Canada, edging
American Isabeau Levito. Shimada received a score of 82.11. Levito finished with 78.50 points,---

* Attorneys for Alaska say Trump demand to set aside Senate ballots 'not even possible'
(2026-10-31 23:37)

Alaska's Republican-run state government on Saturday urged a federal judge to dismiss a
lawsuit filed at President Donald Trump's direction to stop the certification of a possible
Democratic---

* Brighton stuns Man City; 10-man Man Utd beaten by Chelsea (2026-10-31 22:44)

Brighton inflicted a second straight Premier League defeat on Manchester City with a 1-0 win to
close within two points of the leaders on Saturday, while Manchester United---

* Houdini’ s centennial spotlight: A newly published essay and a fresh fight over when and
how he died (2026-10-31 21:03)

A century after his death, Harry Houdini remains a man we're still trying to learn more about. A
rare essay by the iconic escape artist about magicians of---

+ U.S. Marine arrested for alleged drunk driving during curfew in Okinawa (2026-10-31
21:01)

A U.S. Marine stationed in Okinawa Prefecture was arrested Saturday for allegedly driving under
the influence of alcohol during the curfew hours introduced after the arrest of another--

* Indo-Pacific Quad ministers work on supply chains, denounce arbitrary export restrictions
(2026-10-31 21:00)

Foreign ministers from the US, Australia, India and Japan on Saturday pledged to work on
building reliable global supply chains and expressed grave concerns about what they called---

* Video shows tranquilizer failing to subdue bear in factory rampage (2026-10-31 21:00)

Footage released earlier this month by a northeastern Japanese city showing tranquilizer darts
failing to stop a bear as it rampaged through a local factory has highlighted the---

« Kimono-clad pets blessed at Japan festival lacking enough kids (2026-10-31 20:59)
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Chanting and swishing a wooden wand, a Japanese priest blessed a cat, a shiba inu and several
Yorkshire terriers at a shrine in Tokyo on Saturday, in a---

* Tokyo embraces Halloween crowds under tight security by police (2026-10-31 20:59)

People took to the streets and participated in events to celebrate Halloween on Saturday in
Tokyo, while police officers and local government officials called on the public to---

* Harmer and Rabada wrap up South Africa series win over Australia (2026-10-31 20:59)

Simon Harmer and Kagiso Rabada bowled South Africa to a series-clinching 176-run win on
Saturday after Australia collapsed to 111 all out at Newlands in the third and---

* Zaman century propels Pakistan to 3-wicket win against Sri Lanka in tri-series cricket final
(2026-10-31 20:58)

Opener Fakhar Zaman overcame a bruised knee and a lean run to score 127 and lead Pakistan
past Sri Lanka by three wickets in the final of the---

* Leylah Fernandez advances to Tokyo WTA final with win over Rakhimova (2026-10-31
20:58)

Leylah Fernandez has advanced to her third WTA final of the year, with a chance to win her
second tournament. The Canadian beat Kamilla Rakhimova 7-5, 6-3 Saturday---

+ Defending champion Yamashita maintains her lead after 3 rounds at LPGA Malaysia
(2026-10-31 20:58)

Defending champion Miyu Yamashita shot a 5-under 67 Saturday to take a two-stroke lead into
Sunday's final round of the LPGA Tour's Maybank Championship. The 2025 Women's British---

* De Minaur upsets Zverev and will face Alcaraz in Vienna final (2026-10-31 20:58)

Alex de Minaur held his nerve to overcome incoming men's No. 1 Alexander Zverev in an epic
three-set struggle on Saturday to reach the final of the Vienna---

* Haas gives Hirakawa F1 debut in Mexico in place of Ocon (2026-10-31 20:58)
Haas is giving Ryo Hirakawa a Formula 1 race debut in Mexico on Sunday after announcing

abruptly Saturday that he would replace veteran Esteban Ocon. In a rare---

* Japanese right-handed pitcher Kaima Taira set to move to Major League Baseball
(2026-10-31 20:58)

Japanese right-hander Kaima Taira wants to move to Major League Baseball. His team, the Seibu
Lions, announced it will allow him to pursue a career in MLB via---

* London police arrest 139 people outside U.S. Embassy for supporting banned
pro-Palestinian group (2026-10-31 20:57)
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London police said they arrested 139 people at a protest outside the U.S. Embassy on Saturday
in support of the banned group Palestine Action. The majority of those---

* Trump lawsuit against Wall Street Journal over Epstein birthday letter is dismissed with
prejudice (2026-10-31 20:57)

A federal judge on Saturday threw out President Donald Trump’ s multibillion-dollar lawsuit
against The Wall Street Journal and media mogul Rupert Murdoch over a story reporting on
his---

+ U.S., Canada see growing interest in limited ceasefire in Black Sea (2026-10-31 20:57)

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Saturday said there was growing interest by the
international community in facilitating a limited ceasefire in the Black Sea to ensure---

* German police, protesters clash after 'Gen Z' demos (2026-10-31 20:57)

German police and protesters clashed across the country Saturday following massive youth-led
protests, with authorities using water cannon and pepper spray as masked demonstrators
hurled fireworks, stones and---

* Iranian envoys meet Qatari mediators as threat looms of U.S. strikes after midterms
(2026-10-31 20:57)

Iranian negotiators held talks in Doha with Qatari mediators on Saturday to discuss paths out of
war in the Gulf, a source who was briefed on the negotiations--

* Isolated clashes in France, as tensions erupt after peaceful marches (2026-10-31 20:56)

Scuffles broke out in Paris and other French cities Saturday at the end of nationwide
demonstrations driven by anger over living costs and strained public services, as authorities---

* Countries reach COP17 deal to speed up biodiversity action, but money still short
(2026-10-31 20:53)

Governments at a U.N. conference that ended on Saturday have agreed to step up efforts to
protect global biodiversity after talks ran through the night, although the finance---

* Shibuya Halloween (2026-10-31 20:52)

A taxi is surrounded by Halloween revelers in Shibuya, Tokyo, on Saturday night. Large numbers
of visitors, including people wearing costumes, filled the streets beneath Shibuya Ward's
anti-nuisance:---

* Burnham says UK government will consider apology for its role in slave trade (2026-10-31
10:36)

British Prime Minister Andy Burnham says his government will consider apologizing for the first
time for its role in the trans-Atlantic slave trade as it seeks to strengthen---
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* Man dies after falling from 13th floor of building at construction site in Tokyo (2026-10-31
07:28)

A man died after falling from the 13th floor of a building under construction in Tokyo on Friday.
The worker, who was in his 50s, fell shortly after---

* Express train derails after hitting bear in Hokkaido; services canceled (2026-10-31 07:27)

A train bound for the northern Hokkaido city of Wakkanai derailed after hitting a bear late
Friday, though none of the crew or 32 passengers were hurt, its---

« ‘Twanted to kill her and then die myself,” says girl after stabbing classmate in school
library (2026-10-31 07:25)

Police in Tokyo’ s Roppongi district have arrested a 16-year-old high school student on
suspicion of attempted murder after she stabbed a 16-year-old classmate in the school library
On---

+ U.S., S Korea, Japan reaffirm commitment to 'complete’ N Korea denuclearization
(2026-10-31 07:24)

The United States, South Korea and Japan reaffirmed their commitment to the "complete
denuclearization" of North Korea on Saturday, as Pyongyang continues to reject disarmament
ahead of possible---

* Japan demands release of national in meeting with Russia's Lavrov (2026-10-31 00:58)

Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi met Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on the
sidelines of a G20 meeting in Atlanta on Friday and demanded the release of a--

* Defending champion Yamashita leads the LPGA's Maybank Championship after 2 rounds
(2026-10-30 21:42)

Defending champion and world No. 4-ranked Miyu Yamashita shot a 6-under 66 Friday to take a
two-stroke lead after two rounds of the LPGA Tour's Maybank Championship. The---

* WTA's top-ranked Elena Rybakina withdraws from quarterfinals in Japan, citing an injury
(2026-10-30 21:41)

Elena Rybakina, the world's No. 1-ranked player and top seed in the Pan Pacific Open, withdrew
from her quarterfinal match on Friday, handing the win to Leylah Fernandez---

* Eala aiming to finish season with bang after Tokyo exit (2026-10-30 21:41)

Philippines sensation Alexandra Eala lost in the quarterfinals in Tokyo on Friday and said she
had "high motivation" to finish her breakthrough season with a bang next week:---

* Medvedev into Vienna semis and books ATP Finals place (2026-10-30 21:41)
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Daniil Medvedev will meet Carlos Alcaraz in the semifinals of the Vienna ATP 500 tournament
after beating Frenchman Adrian Mannarino on Friday, securing a place in the year-end---

* Russia is back in the ice hockey world championships after sports court ruling (2026-10-30
21:40)

Russia must be allowed to return to ice hockey's international tournaments, the Court of
Arbitration for Sport ruled on Friday, overturning an exclusion in place since the full-scale---

* Carrick fights for Man Utd job, Arsenal face Liverpool test (2026-10-30 21:40)

Michael Carrick has been granted a stay of execution but will the beleaguered Manchester
United manager survive a vital trip to Chelsea? Arsenal face a significant test of---

* Meta settles, leaving Snap sole defendant in new social media trial (2026-10-30 21:40)

Meta reached a settlement in a landmark case over the alleged harms of social media, the
plaintiffs’ lawyers said Friday, leaving Snap as the only defendant in a---

* Japan pushes to remove Myanmar from global financial watchdog's blacklist (2026-10-30
21:39)

Japan is pushing a global financial crimes watchdog to remove Myanmar from its blacklist to
make it easier to do business there, the latest sign that some major---

* Japan, Russia foreign ministers hold talks on fringes of G20 (2026-10-30 21:39)

Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov held a
meeting Friday on the sidelines of a Group of 20 foreign ministers meeting in the---

* 'Time is the fire in which we burn': 2 major cast losses rock the passionate 'Star Trek'
universe (2026-10-30 21:38)

One of the countless memorable lines that have tumbled out of the “Star Trek” universe over
the years is this gem, originally from a 20th-century poet named Delmore---

* 1 dead, 5 rescued after tugboat catches fire off southern Japan island (2026-10-30 21:38)

A man died and five others were rescued after a tugboat heading to the Philippines caught fire
off an island in Japan's southern Okinawa Prefecture on Friday, according---

* Toyota, Waymo to begin autonomous taxi trial service in Japan in 2027 (2026-10-30 21:37)

Toyota Motor Corporation and Waymo on Friday announced the next phase of their
autonomous driving collaboration, in pursuit of a world with safer streets and freedom of
movement---

* Japan gov't to use ¥1.1 tril of reserves to finance gasoline subsidies (2026-10-30 21:37)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 14 — 2026-11-01


https://japantoday.com/category/sports/russia-says-cas-has-ordered-international-ice-hockey-federation-to-let-russian-teams-play-its-events
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/carrick-fights-for-man-utd-job-arsenal-face-liverpool-test
https://japantoday.com/category/tech/meta-settles-leaving-snap-sole-defendant-in-new-social-media-trial
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/exclusive-japan-pushes-to-remove-myanmar-from-global-financial-watchdog%27s-blacklist
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/urgent-japan-russia-foreign-ministers-hold-talks-on-fringes-of-g20
https://japantoday.com/category/entertainment/%27time-is-the-fire-in-which-we-burn%27-2-major-cast-losses-rock-the-passionate-%27star-trek%27-universe
https://japantoday.com/category/entertainment/%27time-is-the-fire-in-which-we-burn%27-2-major-cast-losses-rock-the-passionate-%27star-trek%27-universe
https://japantoday.com/category/national/update3-1-dead-5-rescued-after-tugboat-catches-fire-off-southern-japan-island
https://japantoday.com/category/business/update1-toyota-waymo-to-begin-autonomous-taxi-trial-service-in-japan-in-2027
https://japantoday.com/category/national/japan-gov%27t-to-use-1.1-tril.-yen-of-reserves-to-finance-gasoline-subsidies

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Japan's cabinet decided Friday to allocate about 1.1 trillion yen from the government's reserves
to finance a subsidy program aimed at capping retail gasoline prices amid the conflict--

* Dockworkers worldwide strike against arms shipments and to demand better working
conditions (2026-10-30 21:36)

Dockworkers in Europe and beyond were striking on Friday as part of an international campaign
against arms shipments and for better working conditions, unions said. Unions in France,--

* Wall Street drops to its worst day since June after the sell-off for tech stocks deepens
(2026-10-30 21:35)

A sell-off for tech stocks got even worse Friday on worries that Wall Street” s frenzy around
artificial-intelligence technology sent prices too high. The S&P 500 tumbled 1.8% for---

* Foreign Ministry hit by hacking, along with ANA, Muji brand operator (2026-10-30 21:34)

The Japanese Foreign Ministry said Friday its network connected to external systems has been
targeted by unauthorized access, leading to a possible personal information leak, while more
major---

* Sporadic gunfire sends Ethiopians fleeing into Kenya as trucks remain stuck at border
(2026-10-30 21:34)

Sporadic gunfire could be heard coming from the Ethiopian border town of Moyale on Friday as
Ethiopian civilians continued fleeing into Kenya to escape violence stemming from a---

* Scottish police conduct inquiries into ex-Prince Andrew and Epstein's visit to king's estate
(2026-10-30 21:34)

Police in Scotland have opened an investigation into the time the former Prince Andrew spent
with the late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein and his associate, Ghislaine Maxwell, at---

* Judge puts off decision in Comey case as Justice Department seeks new indictment against
ex-FBI head (2026-10-30 21:34)

A federal judge on Friday put off a decision on whether to dismiss a placeholder criminal case
filed against former FBI Director James Comey, giving the Justice Department---

* Mass protests sweep Italy during nationwide strike (2026-10-30 21:34)

Tens of thousands of people, mostly students and workers, took to the streets across Italy on
Friday to demand higher wages and stronger public services, protest against the---

* Israel demolishes gunmen's homes in West Bank operation that has displaced thousands
(2026-10-30 21:33)

Israel demolished on Friday the homes of the assailants who killed two Israeli soldiers at a
checkpoint in the occupied West Bank city of Hebron last week, part---
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* Judge orders 3 taxpayer-funded Trump administration ads to be pulled from TV and social
media (2026-10-30 21:33)

The federal government must pull three taxpayer-funded Trump administration ads from
television and social media sites that appear to have been made for political or propaganda
purposes, including:--

+ U.S. approves $2.1 billion Patriot missile sale to Ukraine (2026-10-30 21:33)

The U.S. State Department said on Friday it had approved the sale of 500 Patriot PAC-3 missiles
to Ukraine for an estimated $2.1 billion. Ukraine will pay for---

* Rubio urges G20 cooperation amid rifts over wars in Ukraine, Middle East (2026-10-30
21:33)

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio urged fellow G20 foreign ministers on Friday to work
together for greater geopolitical stability and economic prosperity, warning that a series of---

* Hackers steal $6.3 billion from Binance in record heist blamed on North Korea
(2026-10-30 21:32)

Hackers stole $6.3 billion from Binance, the world's biggest cryptocurrency exchange, in a theft
that analysts blamed on North Korea and said could be the largest financial heist of---

* Trump escalates legal challenges, scrambles schedule as midterm elections near
(2026-10-30 21:32)

President Donald Trump on Friday intensified his effort to save Republicans' congressional
majorities ahead of Tuesday's U.S. midterm election, restoring planned 11th-hour rallies he had
canceled a day earlier---

* At 90, Japanese bodybuilder still competing (2026-10-30 21:32)

Japanese bodybuilder Toshisuke Kanazawa, 90, center, competes in the 2026 IFBB World Fitness
and Bodybuilding Championships in Santa Susanna, Spain, on Friday.

* Sports chiefs face losing battle to keep sport separate from politics (2026-10-30 21:29)

IOC president Kirsty Coventry's desire is that "politics does not take over on the field of play",
but Ukraine and former executives from her organization have told AFP---

* Man on the run after reportedly stabbing mother, sister in Nagoya (2026-10-30 07:39)

A man in his 50s is being sought by police after he allegedly stabbed his mother, who is in her
80s, and his sister, who is in her---

* Chinese student arrested over pepper spray incident in Tokyo's Ginza area in May
(2026-10-30 07:38)
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A Chinese university student has been arrested for allegedly injuring a man with pepper spray
in Tokyo's Ginza district in May, police said. Ye Shengfeng, a 24-year-old resident---

* BOJ says 2% inflation target generally achieved, maintains policy rate (2026-10-30 07:38)

The Bank of Japan said Friday that underlying inflation has "generally" reached its 2 percent
target, nearly 14 years after the goal was set as part of efforts---

* Who pays for a $1 bil riot? Europe looks past rioters to their parents and the apps in their
pockets (2026-10-30 06:41)

In France, the bill for a riot could soon be paid from a family’ s housing aid. Some people in a
violent crowd could be made to pay for---

* MLB's 2027 season threatened with lockout looming when labor deal expires Dec. 1
(2026-10-30 03:05)

When Jake Bauers gloved the final out of the Milwaukee Brewers' first World Series triumph, it
might have ended the last Major League Baseball game for a long---

* Imperial garden party (2026-10-29 23:31)

Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako lead other members of the imperial family to greet
guests during the annual autumn imperial garden party at the Akasaka Imperial Gardens in---

* Djokovic loses at Federer's hometown Basel event, stays 1 back of Swiss icon's career title
total (2026-10-29 22:06)

Novak Djokovic won’ t be matching Roger Federer’ s 103 career titles at the Swiss icon’ s
hometown tournament this week. Djokovic had a tough loss Thursday at the Swiss Indoors,---

* Judge presses Trump administration for details on its campaign to stop noncitizens from
voting (2026-10-29 22:05)

A federal judge on Thursday ordered the Trump administration to identify all states where it has
pressured officials to comply with its efforts to prevent non-U.S. citizens from---

* Soccer upstart Fleetwood hosts Everton next after prime minister watches his team win in
League Cup (2026-10-29 22:04)

Fleetwood Town's reward for beating Arsenal in an English League Cup shock will be a meeting
at home against Everton in the quarterfinals. Everton became the last team---

* Suzuki Motor overtakes Honda as Japan's No. 2 automaker by global sales (2026-10-29
21:53)

Suzuki Motor Corp overtook Honda Motor Co to rank second among Japanese automakers in
global vehicle sales in the April-September period, behind Toyota Motor Corp, according to
data---
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» Starbucks says U.S. sales remain a bright spot as quarterly revenue falls short of forecasts
(2026-10-29 21:51)

Strong U.S. demand pumped up Starbucks' results in its fiscal fourth quarter, but the coffee
giant still fell short of revenue expectations. Starbucks said its global same-store sales---

* Amazon's 3Q results miss analysts' estimates, but posts solid sales gains in cloud
computing unit (2026-10-29 21:50)

Amazon offered a cautious sales outlook for the current fourth quarter that encompasses the
critical holiday shopping period after delivering fiscal third-quarter results that came in below
Wall-+-

* ANA Holdings' April-Sept net profit falls 11.8% on higher fuel costs (2026-10-29 21:50)

Japanese airline ANA Holdings Inc said Thursday its net profit for the April-September period
fell 11.8 percent from a year earlier to 67.09 billion yen, affected by rising---

* ¥46 mil watch stolen from same Tokyo shopping complex hit by August theft (2026-10-29
21:48)

A luxury watch worth an estimated 46 million yen was stolen from a shop in Tokyo's Nakano
Ward on Thursday, police said, after a similar theft occurred in---

* South Africa chooses Durban as its preferred city to host 2036 or 2040 Olympics
(2026-10-29 21:45)

Durban is South Africa 's preferred candidate to host the first Olympics in Africa. South Africa is
bidding to host the 2036 or 2040 Summer Olympics and Paralympics.---

* Ancelotti brings more young players for Brazil friendlies against Japan and Singapore
(2026-10-29 21:45)

Brazil coach Carlo Ancelotti announced his squad Thursday for the national team’ s friendlies
against Japan and Singapore in November, once again leaning heavily toward youth as the
five-time---

 Antonelli struck with illness ahead of Mexico GP (2026-10-29 21:45)

The biggest weekend in Kimi Antonelli's motor racing life so far began in silence on Thursday
when he was excused from media duties at the Mexico City Grand---

* Germany's Zverev becomes tennis world No. 1 (2026-10-29 21:45)

Alexander Zverev accelerated his ascension to number one in the world rankings for the first
time in his career on Thursday as he beat Tallon Griekspoor 6-4, 7-5---
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* A serial killer, an obsessed cop and an undercover FBI agent. Welcome to Apple's '
Nocturne' (2026-10-29 21:42)

To play a serial killer in the new Apple TV series “Nocturne,” Stephen Graham did what all
good actors do: He watched a bunch of serial killers. The---

* Elke Sommer, German-born star of ‘A Shotin the Dark’ and ‘The Prize,” dies at 85
(2026-10-29 21:42)

Elke Sommer, the striking blonde bombshell of German descent who was a mainstay of 1960s
Hollywood comedies and espionage movies including “The Prize” and “A Shot in the--

* Patrick Stewart, legendary actor of ‘Star Trek’ and 'X-Men' fame, dies at 86 (2026-10-29
21:41)

Patrick Stewart, the classically trained actor who added Shakespearean gravitas to the “Star
Trek” and “X-Men” franchises, has died. He was 86. Stewart died Wednesday in Los
Angeles,---

* Hello Kitty firm apologizes, scraps Japan TV tie-up after China backlash (2026-10-29 21:41)

Sanrio, the Japanese company behind the popular character Hello Kitty, apologized on Thursday
over its tie-up with a TV spy drama criticized as anti-China, cancelling a merchandise
collaboration---

* Experts warn of wider spread as Ebola outbreak reaches plateau (2026-10-29 21:40)

The Ebola outbreak in Congo passed a grim milestone this week — 10,000 confirmed cases —
and spurred questions about whether health authorities are losing their ability to---

* Serbia's students demand resignations in police, judiciary as they prepare to take power
(2026-10-29 21:40)

Serbia 's student movement on Thursday demanded the resignations of top officials in the
police, intelligence agencies and the judiciary as they prepare to take power after a---

* As criminal networks spread in Latin America, Quito is new battleground (2026-10-29
21:40)

For years, the neighborhood watch group in the working-class area of Solanda in Ecuadorean
capital Quito had patrolled their nighttime streets armed with little more than whistles and
sticks, on---

* Judge blocks Trump administration's Medicaid rule forcing sick recipients to prove frailty
(2026-10-29 21:40)

Chronically ill people on Medicaid won't be bound by new work requirement rules that the
latest Trump administration guidance requires in order to qualify for “medically frail”
exemptions,--
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* King Charles arrives in Guyana as part of official nine-day Caribbean trip (2026-10-29
21:40)

King Charles III arrived Thursday in Guyana, a former British colony that was the site of one of
the biggest slave revolts in the Caribbean during the colonial---

* Greek container ship sinks after drone attack off Bulgaria (2026-10-29 21:40)

A Greek container ship has sunk after being hit by naval drones off Bulgaria on Wednesday, the
Bulgarian government said, in the latest of a series of strikes---

* Macron accuses French far right of fomenting spread of racism (2026-10-29 21:39)

President Emmanuel Macron has accused far-right politicians including in Marine Le Pen's
National Rally of fostering an "atmosphere of racism" across France, days after a racially
motivated killing---

«Yemen’ s besieged Taiz is in famine, governor says, as 13 are killed by Saudi airstrike
(2026-10-29 21:39)

A Saudi airstrike in western Taiz killed at least 13 people on Thursday, the Houthi-run health
ministry said, as local officials said a siege of the Yemeni city---

* Alaska dispute threatening to complicate fight for U.S. Senate control (2026-10-29 21:39)
Alaska’ s Republican governor has ordered a state investigation of allegations in a New York
Times report that Democrats recruited spoiler candidates in the state’ s U.S. Senate race,
raising---

* Russian drone strike kills 14 on Ukrainian rail platform (2026-10-29 21:38)

A Russian drone strike killed at least 14 people on a crowded rail platform in the Ukrainian city
of Dnipro on Thursday and five in daytime strikes on---

* Vance outreach to Iran related to medical supplies, says Trump (2026-10-29 21:38)

U.S. President Donald Trump said that Vice President JD Vance's outreach to Iran was about
helping the country get medical supplies, after U.S. media reported Vance had written---

* Spanish train crash death toll rises to 69 in grim search for victims (2026-10-29 21:38)

Rescuers picked through mangled carriages on Thursday in a search for victims of Spain's
second fatal high-speed train crash this year, with the death toll rising to 69 and--

* Pentagon accuses newly fired general of leaking sensitive information to the media
(2026-10-29 21:38)

The Pentagon has accused a newly ousted three-star general of leaking sensitive information to
the media just hours after officials confirmed his removal from a top military planning---
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+ U.S. and Japan agree to establish missile-production facility (2026-10-29 10:05)

The United States and Japan have agreed to establish a Japanese facility for the joint production
of advanced medium-range air-to-air missiles, the Japanese defense chief said late
Wednesday.---

* Man arrested for killing wife by disconnecting her ventilator; cites desire to end her
suffering (2026-10-29 07:37)

Police in Chiba City have arrested a 75-year-old man on suspicion of killing his 74-year-old wife
who was a resident at a nursing home. According to police, Akira---

« Woman arrested for hitting husband with wooden sword resulting in his death
(2026-10-29 07:36)

Police in Hiroshima City have arrested a 60-year-old woman on suspicion of fatally assaulting
her 66-year-old husband by striking him multiple times with a wooden sword. According to---

* North Korea fires 'around a dozen' ballistic missiles into sea (2026-10-29 05:27)

North Korea fired "around a dozen" short-range ballistic missiles off its east coast on Thursday,
Seoul's defense ministry said, less than a week after South Korea proposed talks---

* Judge denies Trump request to segregate California ballots, saying it would 'wreak havoc'
on voting (2026-10-29 03:53)

A federal judge rejected on Wednesday a Trump administration request to stop California from
processing the ballots of up to 20,000 people over allegations they are likely noncitizens, -

* Hegseth fires Pentagon's top military planner even as Trump considers new Iran strikes

(2026-10-29 03:29)

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has fired the Pentagon’ s top military planner, a defense
official said Wednesday, the latest in a series of generals to be ousted and one---

* Brewers beat Rays 4-1 in Game 5 to win first World Series title in franchise history
(2026-10-29 03:28)

The small-ball Milwaukee Brewers playing in the smallest market in the majors are World Series
champions for the first time in franchise history. Hey, Milwaukee: grab a brat,--

* Microsoft beats expectations fueled by Azure cloud business (2026-10-29 00:13)

Microsoft shares popped more than five percent Wednesday afternoon after it reported better
than expected revenue and profit, fueled by its Azure cloud computing division which grew by---

* Man City, Liverpool win shootouts in English League Cup (2026-10-28 23:17)
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Manchester City and Liverpool avoided the fate that befell Arsenal by winning penalty shootouts
on Wednesday to advance to the quarterfinals of the English League Cup. City stayed---

* South Carolina police close investigation into Hayden Panettiere's death after coroner's
ruling (2026-10-28 22:05)

Police in South Carolina have closed their investigation into the overdose death of actor Hayden
Panettiere following a coroner's finding that it was accidental. The decision was based---

* Hawks sweep BayStars to clinch back-to-back Japan Series titles (2026-10-28 22:04)

The SoftBank Hawks clinched back-to-back Japan Series titles Wednesday as they completed a
4-0 sweep of the DeNA BayStars, with catcher Yudai Yamamoto driving in three runs against---

* Nintendo producer 'nervous' as Zelda classic remake about to hit shelves (2026-10-28
21:59)

He has been behind some of Nintendo's biggest hits, but producer Eiji Aonuma still feels "
nervous" as he awaits players' reactions to the new Zelda video game, "Ocarina---

* Ken Burns wins a $250,000 prize for bringing American history to life (2026-10-28 21:54)

Documentary maker Ken Burns has won a $250,000 prize for his “significant contributions to
promoting knowledge and understanding of American history.” Burns is the inaugural winner
of the---

* From 'Star Wars' to LA28: Kathleen Kennedy takes the reins of Olympic and Paralympic
ceremonies (2026-10-28 21:54)

Oscar-nominated producer Kathleen Kennedy has been hired to oversee the opening and
closing ceremonies for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics and Paralympics. Kennedy was named
head of ceremonies---

* Wendy's, struggling with beef prices and growing competition, gets a buyout offer
(2026-10-28 21:53)

Wendy’ s shares jumped more than 14% Wednesday after noted investor Nelson Peltz made
an offer to buy the chain, which has been struggling with high beef prices and---

* Shares in Google owner Alphabet sink on profit miss, ad slowdown (2026-10-28 21:52)

Shares in Google parent Alphabet fell more than seven percent in after-hours trading
Wednesday as the company reported lower-than-expected profit and a slowdown in its
advertising business. Net---

* Djokovic wins Basel opener to boost ATP Finals bid (2026-10-28 21:52)

Novak Djokovic dug deep to overcome Ugo Humbert in three sets in his opening match in Basel
on Wednesday, keeping his bid to qualify for the season-ending ATP---
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* Meet the underdog soccer team from a seaside town in England that just pulled off an
epic upset (2026-10-28 21:52)

Fleetwood Town posed the question: “The biggest cup shock of all time?” That's what the
fourth-tier team asked on social media after knocking Premier League champion Arsenal out---

* Japanese soccer federation official resigns over displeasure with FIFA politics (2026-10-28
21:51)

Two-time World Cup coach Takeshi Okada resigned as Japanese soccer federation vice president
in protest at the politics around FIFA during Gianni Infantino” s campaign to be re-elected.
Japan’ s

* Germany weighs role in GCAP fighter jet program, says Merz (2026-10-28 21:49)

Germany is examining whether it could play a role in the GCAP fighter jet program led by Japan,
Italy and Britain, Chancellor Friedrich Merz said in Tokyo on---

*Japan, U.S. defense chiefs agree to boost cooperation against cyberattacks (2026-10-28
21:48)

Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and his U.S. counterpart Pete Hegseth agreed
Wednesday to strengthen cooperation in dealing with cyberattacks after recent large-scale
breaches of personal information, Japan's---

* Japan, Germany leaders target closer ties on critical minerals (2026-10-28 21:48)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz agreed on
Wednesday to cooperate on critical minerals, seeking to diversify supplies in a global sector
dominated by---

* Dolores Huerta, influential U.S. labor leader, feminist and civil rights icon, dies at 96
(2026-10-28 21:48)

Dolores Huerta, the legendary labor organizer whose advocacy improved conditions for migrant
farm workers in the nation’ s fruit and vegetable fields and persuaded presidents to do more
for---

* Suspects in alleged school shooting plot in Georgia had floor plan, had chosen a date,
warrants say (2026-10-28 21:48)

Three people arrested over an alleged plot to carry out a shooting at a Georgia high school had
gotten a floor plan of the school and chosen a---

* Yaxley-Lennon, better known as Tommy Robinson, found guilty of harassing British
journalists (2026-10-28 21:48)
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The far-right British activist Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, who is better known by his pseudonym
Tommy Robinson, was found guilty Wednesday of harassing two journalists and causing them
to fear---

* Russell Brand denies all charges as he takes the stand at his rape and sex assault trial
(2026-10-28 21:47)

Russell Brand acknowledged in a London court on Wednesday that he had been obsessed with
sex as a younger man, but denied multiple charges of rape and sexual---

* Flavio Bolsonaro, from U.S., declares himself rightful president-elect of Brazil (2026-10-28
21:47)

Brazilian Senator Flavio Bolsonaro, who arrived in the United States on Wednesday, has
declared himself the rightful president-elect of Brazil, alleging his victory had been denied by
an---

* Putin woos African leaders, says Russia a better partner than 'colonial' West (2026-10-28
21:47)

President Vladimir Putin told African leaders on Wednesday that Russia was their best partner,
accusing what he cast as a colonial West of still trying to exploit the---

* Houthis strike Yemen's Aden airport after evacuation warning (2026-10-28 21:47)

Yemen's Houthis attacked Aden airport on Wednesday, Yemeni government forces said, after
the Iran-aligned group warned people to evacuate the facility as fighting escalated in the
impoverished country---

* Ceasefire in Russia-occupied Ukrainian city holds for second day (2026-10-28 21:47)

A local ceasefire in southern Ukraine was holding for a second day, both sides said on
Wednesday, as hopes grew that vital aid would be able to reach---

* Trump expands hunt for noncitizen voters with broad subpoena campaign before
midterms (2026-10-28 21:47)

The Trump administration has issued more than 100 subpoenas demanding records on tens of
thousands of voters in at least 13 states, part of an escalating effort ahead---

* Netanyahu set to remain caretaker PM after inconclusive Israeli election (2026-10-28
21:47)

Benjamin Netanyahu looked set to remain Israel's caretaker prime minister after unexpectedly
strong backing among Jewish voters left his opponents little apparent prospect of unseating
him, despite his---

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 24 — 2026-11-01


https://japantoday.com/category/world/russell-brand-denies-all-charges-as-he-takes-the-stand-at-his-rape-and-sex-assault-trial
https://japantoday.com/category/world/flavio-bolsonaro-from-us-declares-himself-rightful-president-elect-of-brazil2
https://japantoday.com/category/world/putin-woos-african-leaders-says-russia-a-better-partner-than-%27colonial%27-west
https://japantoday.com/category/world/houthis-strike-yemen%27s-aden-airport-after-evacuation-warning1
https://japantoday.com/category/world/local-ceasefire-in-russia-occupied-ukrainian-city-holds-for-second-day
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-expands-hunt-for-noncitizen-voters-with-broad-subpoena-campaign-before-midterms1
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-expands-hunt-for-noncitizen-voters-with-broad-subpoena-campaign-before-midterms1
https://japantoday.com/category/world/netanyahu-set-to-remain-caretaker-after-inconclusive-israeli-election1

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

« Iran war's cost to American taxpayers grows to an estimated $47.1 billion (2026-10-28
21:46)

The cost of the Iran war to American taxpayers has grown to $47.1 billion, according to a new
estimate the Pentagon has provided to Congress. The fallout from---

« High-speed train collision kills at least 68 in Spain’ s 2nd deadly rail crash this year
(2026-10-28 21:46)

A high-speed train slammed into another that had stopped on the tracks in Spain Wednesday,
killing at least 68 people and injuring dozens in the second deadly rail-

* Mbappe's Mao remarks expose costs of crossing China's red lines (2026-10-28 21:43)

Real Madrid forward Kylian Mbappe's rapid fall from favor in China after remarks about Mao
Zedong followed a familiar pattern: online outrage, corporate distancing, platform restrictions
and official intervention.--

* Table talk (2026-10-28 21:37)

Sanae Takaichi, Japan's prime minister, and Friedrich Merz, Germany's chancellor, attend a
meeting with business representatives at the prime minister's office in Tokyo on Wednesday.

* South Korea fines Google and Apple over unfair app market practices (2026-10-28 21:25)

South Korea on Wednesday fined Alphabet’ s Google and Apple a combined 63.7 billion won
($47.6 million), saying they abused their dominance in app store markets by forcing local---

* Japan strikes back, with alluring new love dolls aimed at fending off cheaper Chinese
challengers (2026-10-28 21:15)

Weekly Playboy (Nov 2), which this month observes the 60th anniversary since its launch by
Shueisha, reports on the return of Orient Industries to the love doll market.---

« Japan Today Spotlight #86 | Japan’ s first female PM: What’ s changed for women?
(2026-10-28 12:26)

Japan made history a year ago when Sanae Takaichi became its first female prime minister.
Twelve months later, what has her leadership actually meant for women in Japan?---

* Man re-arrested in Nara for alleged murder of partner’ s daughter (2026-10-28 07:36)

A 37-year-old man, who was arrested in July on suspicion of killing a 44-year-old woman, has
also been arrested on suspicion of killing her 20-year-old daughter and dumping---

* Japan municipalities step up measures against disruptive Halloween crowds (2026-10-28
07:36)

With Halloween approaching, Japanese municipalities are stepping up measures against
disruptive celebrations in major entertainment districts as larger crowds are expected this year
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with the event falling on---

* Rays stun Brewers with 2-run rally in 12th inning and force World Series Game 5 with 4-3
win (2026-10-28 05:11)

Jonny Deluca and pinch-hitter Ben Williamson singled home runs in a stunning 12th-inning
rally, and the Tampa Bay Rays staved off World Series elimination with a 4-3 win---

* Man charged with fraud over Sydney's Bondi Beach shooting claim (2026-10-28 03:10)

Australian police have charged a man with falsely claiming he was injured in a mass shooting at
Sydney's Bondi Beach in an attempt to gain financial compensation. A+

* Arsenal loses to 4th-tier Fleetwood on penalties in English League Cup stunner
(2026-10-27 22:55)

Arsenal was beaten by fourth-tier Fleetwood Town in a penalty shootout in one of the biggest
upsets in the 66-year history of the English League Cup on Tuesday.---

* U.S. health chief RFK Jr faces widespread rebuke over his anti-Arab remarks (2026-10-27
22:06)

U.S. Health Secretary Robert F Kennedy Jr faced widespread rebuke from civil rights groups,
healthcare advocates and Democrats on Tuesday over his anti-Arab comments that the Council
On---

* Praemium Imperiale award for Blanchett (2026-10-27 21:50)

Australian actor Cate Blanchett attends a press conference for the Praemium Imperiale awards
in Tokyo on Tuesday, where she received the prize in the theater/film category. The Praemium---

* Susan Saint James, Emmy-winning actor of '"McMillan & Wife' and 'Kate & Allie," dies at 80
(2026-10-27 21:46)

Susan Saint James, who co-starred with Rock Hudson in the 1970s TV crime series “McMillan &
Wife” and later co-starred with Jane Curtin in the sitcom “Kate &

* Japanese manga artist Tetsuya Chiba, known for his boxing masterpiece 'Ashita no Joe,'
dies at 87 (2026-10-27 21:45)

Legendary Japanese manga artist Tetsuya Chiba, who caused a national sensation with his
boxing series “Ashita no Joe" or "Fighting for Tomorrow," a story about an orphan becoming:---

* China's Xi calls on Japan to protect political foundation of ties (2026-10-27 21:44)

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday extended condolences to the family of former Japanese
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, who died last week, while calling on Japan's current leadership to "
safeguard---
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* Boeing shares tumble after it releases cautious growth forecast (2026-10-27 21:43)

Boeing shares plunged Tuesday as the company's cautious production growth timeframe
surprised Wall Street, deepening questions about how fast recent plane certification and
defense procurement wins will translate---

* Rybakina looking to clinch year-end number one in Tokyo (2026-10-27 21:43)

Elena Rybakina said Tuesday that she had "definitely got more attention" since becoming world
number one as she looks to clinch the year-end top ranking this week in---

* Destructive Abhishek 113 leads India to series win over New Zealand (2026-10-27 21:43)

An aggressive partnership by Abhishek Sharma and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi propelled India to a
six-wicket win and a series victory over New Zealand in Wellington on Tuesday. India sewed---

* Sri Lanka end England hopes with crushing win over Pakistan (2026-10-27 21:42)

Pace bowler Dilshan Madushanka grabbed a career best 5-34 as Sri Lanka cruised to a thumping
eight-wicket win over Pakistan in Lahore on Tuesday which ends England's hopes:---

* Alcaraz and Zverev win Vienna openers (2026-10-27 21:42)

Carlos Alcaraz won his opening match at the Vienna Open on Tuesday with a straight-sets
victory over Karen Khachanov, while Alexander Zverev survived four match points to beat---

* Man United manager Carrick to keep job for next Premier League game at Chelsea
(2026-10-27 21:42)

Manchester United manager Michael Carrick is now set for a game-by-game fight to save his job
with the underachieving team. Carrick will be in charge Saturday for a---

* Hawks win again in extra innings to close on Japan Series title (2026-10-27 21:42)

Tomoya Masaki blasted a walk-off home run as the SoftBank Hawks moved a win away from
defending their Japan Series title Tuesday, edging the DeNA BayStars 2-1 in---

* Osaka unveils crane outfit in Tokyo before win over Paolini (2026-10-27 21:42)

Naomi Osaka paid tribute to her Japanese heritage with a crane pattern outfit before beating
Jasmine Paolini 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) in her tournament opener in Tokyo on Tuesday.---

* GMO Internet offers up to $1 million reward for info on hackers (2026-10-27 21:41)

Japanese internet service provider GMO Internet Group Inc said Tuesday it will offer a reward of
up to $1 million for information leading to the identification of hackers---

* Serial killer Ted Bundy is linked to another Utah teenager's 1974 murder through DNA
testing (2026-10-27 21:41)
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DNA connects serial killer Ted Bundy to the death of another Utah teenager, authorities
announced Tuesday, exactly 52 years after her body was discovered in the woods by---

* Singapore and Indonesia set up task force to combat haze from illegal burning
(2026-10-27 21:41)

Indonesia and Singapore agreed Tuesday to cooperate more closely to combat the illegal
burning of land that has contributed to a toxic haze that has blanketed multiple cities---

- Serbia’ s victorious student movement faces tough challenges as it prepares to take
power (2026-10-27 21:40)

Serbia's youth movement scored a stunning election victory against the country's longtime
strongman Aleksandar Vucic. But turning its promises of sweeping democratic reforms into
reality could prove far---

* At least 62 people killed in attack on a community in northeastern Nigeria (2026-10-27
21:40)

At least 62 people have been killed after gunmen attacked a community in northeastern Nigeria,
the country’ s emergency agency said Tuesday. The attack, reportedly carried out by
criminals---

* Attacks kill at least 60 Orthodox Christians in Ethiopia, church says (2026-10-27 21:40)

Two attacks in Ethiopia’ s Oromia region killed at least 60 Orthodox Christians, the country’ s
Orthodox Church said, urging authorities to protect civilians and bring those responsible to
justice.---

+ U.S. military says 5 killed by strike on alleged drug boat in eastern Pacific (2026-10-27
21:40)

The U.S. military said it attacked a boat it accused of smuggling drugs in the eastern Pacific
Ocean on Tuesday, killing five people, as the Trump administration continues---

* King Charles arrives in Bahamas for official Caribbean trip as slavery reparation demands
grow (2026-10-27 21:40)

King Charles III arrived in the Bahamas on Tuesday as part of a nine-day trip to the Caribbean,
where he faces calls for an apology and slavery reparations.---

* Flavio Bolsonaro leaves Brazil for U.S., according to multiple media reports (2026-10-27
21:40)

Defeated presidential candidate Flavio Bolsonaro has left Brazil for the United States following a
stunning loss to incumbent President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in Sunday’ s election, according---

* Yemen's Houthis say they hit Saudi Ras Tanura oil refinery with missile (2026-10-27 21:40)
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Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthis said on Tuesday they had hit Saudi Arabia's Ras Tanura oil
refinery, the biggest in the kingdom, with a ballistic missile. Intensifying hostilities between
Yemen---

* Russian satellites help Iran's allies strike Saudi Arabia, data and officials say (2026-10-27
21:39)

Iranian-backed militias carried out a precision strike last month, hitting the pumping stations of
Saudi Arabia’ s most important oil pipeline. Days later, another attack hit a Saudi military---

* Pope says 'there is no such thing as a holy war' in message to religious leaders
(2026-10-27 21:39)

Pope Leo XIV on Tuesday denounced any religious justification for wars raging around the
world, saying “there is no such thing as a holy war.”  “Only peace is--

* France’ s youth are outnumbered. Their protests are testing who gets heard (2026-10-27
21:39)

High schoolers who have protested for weeks in France about underfunded schools and
uncertain futures complain that it's a frustrating struggle to make themselves heard.
Demographically, it is---

* Truce appears to hold in Ukrainian town close to starvation (2026-10-27 21:39)

A ceasefire appeared to be holding on Tuesday around the Ukrainian town of Oleshky after
more than four years of Russian occupation that have left trapped residents desperate---

* Israeli exit polls show election deadlock, no clear path to power (2026-10-27 21:39)

Israel's election appeared deadlocked on Tuesday with neither Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu nor rival Gadi Eisenkot showing a clear path to power, exit polls showed, after
record turnout---

+ U.S. and Cuban officials engage in shouting match during U.N. debate over the economic
embargo (2026-10-27 21:39)
U.S. and Cuban officials engaged in a stunning shouting match on the floor of the United
Nations General Assembly on Tuesday, the latest in a series of public---
* Ex-staff member arrested over alleged indecent acts against woman at support facility for
people with disabilities (2026-10-27 07:36)
A former staff member at an employment support facility for people with disabilities in Hanyu

City, Saitama Prefecture, has been arrested for allegedly committing indecent acts against a--

* Japan's new track-testing shinkansen Dr S makes debut (2026-10-27 07:35)
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Central Japan Railway Co on Monday began commercial service of its new bullet inspection train
Dr. S, used to check tracks and overhead lines while carrying passengers on---

* Hacker discloses GMO customer info after not getting ransom (2026-10-27 07:34)

A hacker believed to be behind an unauthorized intrusion affecting a foreign exchange trading
service of Japanese internet service provider GMO Internet Group Inc disclosed some customer
information---

* Asian stocks advance following rally on Wall Street and oil prices fall (2026-10-27 07:30)

Asian stocks were mostly higher Tuesday after an Al-led rally on Wall Street ahead of major
corporate earnings and central-bank decisions. U.S. futures edged lower after earlier gains---

* Russia, Ukraine begin localized ceasefire to allow for humanitarian operation in Oleshky
(2026-10-27 04:05)

Russia and Ukraine have started a localized ceasefire to allow for a humanitarian operation to
begin in the Russian-occupied town of Oleshky, both sides said on Tuesday. Russia's-

* Brewers rout Rays 10-1 to move within a win of their first World Series title (2026-10-27
03:35)

Jackson Chourio and Brice Turang sparked Milwaukee’ s eight-run fifth inning, and the Brewers
routed the Tampa Bay Rays 10-1 on Monday night to move within one victory of---

* Australia warns of 'unprecedented' Al threat (2026-10-27 03:30)

Artificial intelligence poses an "unprecedented" threat as foreign governments turn it loose to
hack computer networks and critical infrastructure, Australia's cyber security agency warned on
Tuesday. The Australian---

« Judge extends court-ordered block on Trump’ s renovation plans for public golf course in
Washington (2026-10-27 03:24)

A federal judge agreed Monday to extend an order blocking the Trump administration’ s
renovation plans for a century-old public golf course in the nation’ s capital. U.S. District
Judge...

* South Korea's chip boom fuels forecast-beating third-quarter growth (2026-10-27 01:38)

South Korea's economy grew more than three times faster than expected in the third quarter,
driven by booming semiconductor demand, central bank data showed Tuesday. Gross domestic
product---

* Kane becomes first Englishman in 25 years to win Ballon d'Or and Putellas wins her third
(2026-10-26 23:23)
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Harry Kane won the Ballon d’ Or on Monday and became the first Englishman in 25 years to
receive the prestigious prize. The Bayern Munich striker scored 73 goals---

* Trump administration attempting to prosecute former FBI Director James Comey again
(2026-10-26 22:27)
The Trump administration is attempting to prosecute James Comey for what it calls a
decade-old leak of classified information, an effort the former FBI director's lawyers
immediately dismissed---

« Carney says Trump moving closer to Canada’ s trade demands as midterms loom
(2026-10-26 22:26)

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said Monday that trade talks with U.S. President Donald
Trump’ s administration have picked up slightly, but any progress is because Washington is
moving:-+-

* Manga artist takes Japan’ s new imperial succession law to court over male-only heirs
(2026-10-26 21:45)

A popular Japanese manga artist who has written books on history and monarchy has sued the
government over a revised imperial succession law allowing royals to adopt male---

+ Walter Koenig, Ensign Chekov on the original 'Star Trek' series, dies at 90 (2026-10-26
21:41)

Actor Walter Koenig, who played Ensign Pavel Chekov, the youthful Russian navigator on the
Star Trek ” television series and several movies, has died. He was 90.--

* Japan embassy official meets reporter nearly 2 weeks after Russia detention (2026-10-26
21:39)

A Japanese Embassy official in Russia conducted a consular visit Monday with a Japanese
journalist detained in the country nearly two weeks ago, according to the Japanese Foreign---

* Takaichi vows swift response to wave of cyberattacks (2026-10-26 21:38)

Japan will draft an emergency cybersecurity policy package in response to a sudden recent wave
of hacking incidents, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said on Monday. At an emergency---

* Some Hong Kongers jailed for democratic activism face Japan entry barriers (2026-10-26
21:37)

Some pro-democracy activists from Hong Kong have faced needless uncertainties from
Japanese immigration officials while trying to enter the country after completing their prison
sentences, according to sources---

* Anthropic's Al model accessed U.S. voter data: Axios (2026-10-26 21:37)
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Anthropic's Claude Al model bypassed a paywall and accessed publicly available voter data in
the U.S. state of Georgia without human authorization, Axios reported on Sunday. The case--

* Microsoft offers a quarter of its global workforce voluntary buyouts as Al spending
accelerates (2026-10-26 21:37)

Microsoft has offered 60,000 employees, or about 27% of its global workforce, voluntary
buyouts as the software giant spends heavily on artificial intelligence. The company's voluntary
exit offer---

* Anthropic points to Al dangers, soaring sales in IPO filing (2026-10-26 21:37)

Anthropic, one of the world's leading artificial intelligence companies, on Monday made public
its plans to sell shares on the stock market, revealing soaring sales but also potentially---

* Rafael Nadal to play in Las Vegas exhibition in February for 1st US action since retirement
(2026-10-26 21:36)

Rafael Nadal will take part in a tennis exhibition in Las Vegas early next year to mark his first
time playing in the U.S. since retiring two years---

* Kimi Antonelli's Austin win points to potential dominance in 2027, not just this year
(2026-10-26 21:36)

Victory in Texas didn't just put Kimi Antonelli on the verge of winning the Formula 1 title. It gave
an important signal he could repeat the feat next---

* Eala breezes past world number 411 in Tokyo opener (2026-10-26 21:36)

Philippines star Alexandra Eala said "the ball doesn't know what rank you are" after beating
world number 411 Mika Stojsavljevic 6-1, 6-2 in her opener in Tokyo on---

* Sinner to play rescheduled Saudi Six Kings in December (2026-10-26 21:36)

Jannik Sinner has signaled he will return to action in the "Six Kings Slam" tournament in Riyadh,
which has been rescheduled for late December due to the conflict---

* Vatican confirms Pope Leo's Latin America trip after post-surgery checkup (2026-10-26
21:35)

Pope Leo XIV will proceed with his planned Nov. 6-17 trip to Uruguay, Argentina and Peru, after
doctors determined there are no medical reasons preventing him from traveling---

« London’ s Oxford Street bans traffic as city tries to revitalize a once-grand shopping
district (2026-10-26 21:35)

London’ s Oxford Street will be closed to cars, buses and bicycles starting Monday as
authorities seek to revive the city’ s main shopping street, where the proliferation of souvenir---
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* 15-year-old arrested in Florida A&M; shooting that wounded 11 after homecoming game
(2026-10-26 21:35)

A 15-year-old will be charged as an adult in a weekend shooting that wounded 11 people at
Florida A&M University following the school's homecoming football game, authorities said---

* Gloom in Moscow as Vucic's defeat in Serbia deprives Russia of an ally (2026-10-26 21:35)

Aleksandar Vucic's crushing election defeat by a student-backed protest movement has cast
gloom over Moscow, which has lost another important partner in Europe just six months after
ally---

* French students vow more protests despite Macron government's concessions
(2026-10-26 21:35)

French student leaders vowed to go on protesting despite government concessions on
education, keeping pressure on President Emmanuel Macron as the movement spreads to
unions and other activists, -

* Rubio says Venezuela's electoral infrastructure must be replaced before a vote
(2026-10-26 21:35)

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Monday that Venezuela's electoral infrastructure
was designed to rig elections and so must be quickly replaced before a valid election---

* U.N.-commissioned experts say Gaza ceasefire has not stopped Israel from committing
genocide (2026-10-26 21:35)

A ceasefire agreement in Gaza has not stopped what a group of independent experts
commissioned by the U.N. say is genocide carried out by Israel in the territory,---

* Russian sabotage network believed to have caused Romanian fire, prosecutors say
(2026-10-26 21:35)

Romania's Intelligence Service said on Monday it had identified a sabotage network coordinated
by Russia, which it believed was responsible for a fire in September at an industrial---

* Lula mobilized millions to win Brazil's election, while Bolsonaro contests loss and Trump
cries foul (2026-10-26 21:35)

President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva’ s comeback to win Brazil’ s presidential runoff Sunday is
already facing its first hurdle as his competitor, Sen. Flavio Bolsonaro, challenges the---

* Saudi defense pact countries push for peace in Tehran as Houthis launch more attacks
(2026-10-26 21:34)

Top officials from Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan met Iranian officials in Tehran on Monday
in a bid to de-escalate the Middle East conflict, as Yemen's Houthis launched---
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* Thousands of observers expected to descend on polling places on Election Day
(2026-10-26 21:34)

Democrats and outside watchdogs are planning a massive presence at the polls on Election Day
driven by concerns that President Donald Trump will further leverage the vast resources---

* Hong Kong looks to profit from Halloween ghosts and zombies during longer festivities
(2026-10-26 21:33)

Tens of thousands of revelers in costumes ranging from evil bartenders to Donald Trump
impersonators, zombies and Taoist priests, packed an entertainment zone as Hong Kong lit up---

* World Chocolate Masters (2026-10-26 21:27)

Japan's Keita Koshimizu works on his chocolate creation during the World Chocolate Masters
event in Antwerp, Belgium, on Monday.

* Security concerns flagged within Japanese firm GMO before breach: CEO (2026-10-26
10:14)

GMO Internet Group Inc CEO Masatoshi Kumagai admitted Sunday night that internal engineers
had flagged security issues before unauthorized access occurred to a foreign exchange trading
service it---

* 2 men arrested for robbery-murder of 80-year-old confectionery shop owner in August
(2026-10-26 07:37)

Yamaguchi Prefectural Police have arrested two men on suspicion of killing and robbing an
80-year-old man and seriously injuring his 78-year-old wife at their combined confectionery
shop and---

* Chainsaw robots helping keep trains running safely in east Japan (2026-10-26 07:33)

Japan’ s rail network is famous for its sterling safety and reliability records, and neither of
those would be achievable without a whole lot of preventive maintenance. East Japan---

* Former PM Yasuo Fukuda dies at 90 (2026-10-26 07:33)

Former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, known for trying to build stable ties with China,
has died at the age of 90, a ruling party official said Monday.---

* Lula wins reelection in Brazil, securing fourth presidential term (2026-10-26 03:55)

Brazil’ s President Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva, a vocal critic of President Donald Trump, was
reelected Sunday in a result that provides relief to critics of widening U.S.---

* Trump insults Norway, citing Nobel snub (2026-10-26 01:19)

U.S. President Donald Trump on Sunday escalated his invective against Norway, calling it a "shit
house country" and saying Norwegian immigrants are not welcome in the United States---
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* Kimi Antonelli wins U.S. Grand Prix and tightens his grip on historic F1 title chase
(2026-10-26 00:58)

In the first moments after Kimi Antonelli’ s latest victory, Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff called
it “another small step” toward the Formula 1 season championship. It" s much bigger---

* Serbia's Vucic concedes election defeat in historic win for student protest movement
(2026-10-25 21:33)

Serbia's Aleksandar Vucic conceded defeat to a student-led protest movement in a historic
election on Sunday that ends his long grip on power and heralds a new political-

* Japan deploys long-range missile launcher during major drill with U.S. (2026-10-25 21:29)

Japan's Defense Ministry used a launcher for a long-range Type-25 surface-to-ship guided
missile in a simulated drill for the first time Sunday in a Japan-U.S. major exercise following---

* High school student arrested for striking man in his 70s with metal bat (2026-10-25 21:25)

Police in Sapporo have arrested a 17-year-old male high school student on suspicion of
assaulting a man in his 70s by hitting him with a metal bat. The---

* 93-year-old woman helps set trap for scam artist half her age (2026-10-25 21:24)

Over the past few weeks, Japan has seen a sharp spike in the number of data leaks and
cyberattacks, with many organizations warning citizens that their personal information---

+ Katsuragawa hails 'greatest moment' with South Korea win (2026-10-25 21:23)

Japan's Yuto Katsuragawa won the DP World Tour's Genesis Championship in South Korea by
two strokes on Sunday and said it was "the greatest moment" of his life.--

* Siniakova wins Japan Open, beating Ashlyn Krueger 6-1, 6-0 (2026-10-25 21:23)
Katerina Siniakova of the Czech Republic claimed her first singles title in three years with a
commanding 6-1, 6-0 win over Ashlyn Krueger at the Japan Open on--
* Americans Claire Pease and Reese Esponda top podium on floor at world gymnastics
championships (2026-10-25 21:23)
Claire Pease and Reese Esponda gave the Americans a golden sendoff at the world gymnastics
championships, going one-two in the floor exercise on Sunday, the final day of---
* Yuri Yoshida wins in South Korea for her first LPGA Tour victory (2026-10-25 21:23)

Yuri Yoshida won the LPGA South Korea tournament holding off Haeran Ryu and Hye-Jin Choi in
a close finish at Pine Beach Golf Links on Sunday. It was--
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* Olympic champ Shaidorov only 10th as Siao wins figure skating Grand Prix opener
(2026-10-25 21:23)

Olympic figure skating champion Mikhail Shaidorov slumped to 10th on Sunday as home
favorite Adam Siao Him Fa won the Grand Prix de France on Sunday. Shaidorov's skate---

* Yamal, Mbappé, Kane and Messi in contention to win the Ballon d'Or. Here's what to know
(2026-10-25 21:23)

The Ballon d'Or winners will be announced on Monday with a new generation of soccer stars,
led by Lamine Yamal and Kylian Mbappé, ready to stamp their name---

* Hawks beat BayStars 4-3 in 10 innings to take 2-0 Japan Series lead (2026-10-25 21:23)

Yuto Kawamura belted a go-ahead solo home run in the 10th inning to give the SoftBank Hawks
a 4-3 win over the DeNA BayStars and a 2-0 lead---

* Man United humbled by Bournemouth to leave Carrick's job under threat; Liverpool beats
Brighton (2026-10-25 21:23)

Michael Carrick patted his chest and gave an apologetic salute to the Manchester United fans
who were applauding him, before trudging down the tunnel at the end of---

* Osaka says she could quit tennis if her daughter asks her to (2026-10-25 21:22)

Former world number one Naomi Osaka cast doubt on her future Sunday saying she would
consider quitting tennis if her three-year-old daughter asked her to. The four-time Grand---

+ U.S. Marine indicted over robbery, murder of woman in Okinawa (2026-10-25 21:19)

Prosecutors indicted a 20-year-old U.S. Marine on Sunday on suspicion of robbing and
murdering a woman in Okinawa Prefecture earlier this month as the case renews anti-base
sentiment---

* Stop-motion 'Wildwood' showcases 'human creativity' in Al age (2026-10-25 21:19)

After a murder of crows kidnaps her little brother, a young girl ventures into an enchanted
forest filled with talking animals and other magical beings, where a looming:--

* 'You Can See Everything' surges with $19.5 mil at box office; 'Clayface' takes No. 1
(2026-10-25 21:19)

DC Studios scored a modest, R-rated win with “Clayface,” landing a $24 million opening
weekend, according to studio estimates Sunday. But the biggest success story in theaters
remained---

« 'Call of Duty' North Korea invasion edition tops sales charts in South (2026-10-25 21:18)

The latest instalment of the "Call of Duty" video game franchise, featuring a full-scale North
Korean invasion of South Korea, has topped sales charts in the would-be target,---
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+ Uganda tightens Ebola border controls and requires returnees from Congo to pay for
quarantine (2026-10-25 21:18)

Uganda is reinforcing border controls to stop the spread of the deadly Ebola virus and now
requires citizens returning from neighboring Congo to spend 21 days in quarantine---

* Venezuela opposition leader Machado returns home after fraught year away (2026-10-25
21:18)

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado returned home on Sunday after nearly a
year away, and after several failed attempts to return that strained her ties with US---

* Judge asked to compel Trump administration to disclose emails and texts about Kennedy
Center plans (2026-10-25 21:18)

President Donald Trump's administration is withholding records documenting the scope of his
influence over management of the Kennedy Center, according to attorneys for a Democratic
lawmaker challenging the---

* Blanche says Trump isn't trying to meddle with Alaska election results by suing over
Senate race (2026-10-25 21:18)

Attorney General Todd Blanche on Sunday defended the Trump administration's lawsuit to
block certification of Alaska's Senate results if Republican incumbent Dan Sullivan loses the race
and argued---

« Storms batter Europe hitting power supplies, flights and phones (2026-10-25 21:18)

Storms battered northern Europe Sunday, killing a man, cutting power to more than 150,000
homes and disrupting travel and phone networks. A man died when a tree fell---

* Saudis say Riyadh airport partly reopens despite renewed Houthi threats (2026-10-25
21:17)

Saudi Arabia said its main airport resumed operations at two terminals on Sunday even as
Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthis vowed to keep striking the facility, which they called a---

* Ukraine disputes Musk's claim that its military violated Starlink's terms of service
(2026-10-25 21:17)

Ukrainian officials have disputed claims by SpaceX CEO Elon Musk that the country’ s military
violated Starlink’ s terms of service by using the civilian satellite internet network for
offensive---

* Le Pen launches presidential bid as protests rattle France (2026-10-25 21:17)

Far-right leader Marine Le Pen, the frontrunner in next year's French presidential election,
formally launched her campaign on Sunday with a promise to restore order and national

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 37— 2026-11-01


https://japantoday.com/category/world/uganda-tightens-ebola-border-controls-and-requires-returnees-from-congo-to-pay-for-quarantine
https://japantoday.com/category/world/uganda-tightens-ebola-border-controls-and-requires-returnees-from-congo-to-pay-for-quarantine
https://japantoday.com/category/world/venezuela-opposition-leader-machado-returns-home-after-fraught-year-away
https://japantoday.com/category/world/judge-asked-to-compel-trump-administration-to-disclose-emails-and-texts-about-kennedy-center-plans
https://japantoday.com/category/world/judge-asked-to-compel-trump-administration-to-disclose-emails-and-texts-about-kennedy-center-plans
https://japantoday.com/category/world/blanche-says-trump-isn%27t-trying-to-meddle-with-alaska-election-results-by-suing-over-senate-race
https://japantoday.com/category/world/blanche-says-trump-isn%27t-trying-to-meddle-with-alaska-election-results-by-suing-over-senate-race
https://japantoday.com/category/world/storms-batter-europe-hitting-power-supplies-flights-and-phones1
https://japantoday.com/category/world/saudis-say-riyadh-airport-partly-reopens-despite-renewed-houthi-threats
https://japantoday.com/category/world/ukraine-disputes-elon-musk%27s-claim-that-its-military-violated-starlink%27s-terms-of-service
https://japantoday.com/category/world/france%27s-le-pen-launches-presidential-bid-as-protests-rattle-the-nation

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

confidence.---

* Upside down (2026-10-25 21:16)

Japan's Mana Okamura competes on the beam during the apparatus finals at the Artistic
Gymnastics World Championships in Rotterdam, Netherlands, on Sunday.

* Woman in her 20s stabbed on street in Kitakyushu; suspect remains at large (2026-10-25
07:10)

A woman in her 20s was stabbed as she walked along a street in Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka
Prefecture, on Sunday morning. The suspect remains at large, police said.---

* Japanese scientists developing autonomous robo dogs for anti-bear patrols (2026-10-25
07:08)

Along with a bit of chilly autumn crispiness, there’ s also some apprehension in the air in
Japan. That’ s because we’ re getting to the part of the year when---

* Japanese carmakers to cut development times to counter Chinese rivals (2026-10-25 07:08)

Japanese automakers are stepping up efforts to shorten their vehicle development times as
they seek to catch up with Chinese rivals that offer new models to global markets---

* As the US and China form Al blocs, countries are increasingly torn between them
(2026-10-25 05:33)

With the two leading Al powers, the United States and China, forming their own Al blocs, other
countries are maneuvering to harness the strengths of both groupings and---

* Frelick, Pratt lift Brewers to 5-4 comeback win over Rays and 2-0 World Series lead
(2026-10-25 05:32)

Sal Frelick tied the score with his first home run in three months, Cooper Pratt hit a go-ahead
single in the seventh inning and the Milwaukee Brewers stunned---

* Obama, in Midwest, assails 'cruelty' and indecency from Trump and his allies in the
midterm campaign (2026-10-25 03:01)

Former President Barack Obama on Saturday seized on what he described as cruelty and
indecency coming from President Donald Trump and his Republican allies, stepping into one
Of...

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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* Major-League Dreams: Japanese High Schoolers Pioneer a New Path to the MLB
(2026-10-30 21:00)

Sasaki Rintard, who played college baseball at Stanford University before signing with the Miami
Marlins, is part of a growing trend: Japanese high school baseball players bypassing the NPB
and heading to US colleges in pursuit of careers in Major League Baseball. Young athletes in
other sports are also going abroad to study, seeking opportunities to broaden their horizons
both on and off the field.

« Japan Shifts to “Pay Now, Refund Later” Tax-Free Tourist Shopping from November
(2026-10-29 21:01)
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Starting November 1, Japan's new tax-free shopping system will require international visitors to
pay consumption tax at the time of purchase and claim refunds upon clearing customs or after
leaving the country.

* China Enlists BFF Russia in Anti-Japanese Campaign (2026-10-29 21:00)

In November last year, the Chinese government reacted with furious rhetoric and punishing
actions to Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae’ s suggestion—made in response to questioning in a
Diet committee meeting—that a crisis in the Taiwan Strait might qualify as a

“survival-threatening situation” for Japan. Moreover, since then China has escalated its verbal
and economic retaliation while taking every opportunity to enlist Russia and others as
confederates in its campaign.

« How Should Japan Deal with Trump’ s America? (2026-10-29 20:59)

Despite the uncertainty introduced by the Trump administration to the international order and
the Japan-US relationship, Japan must remain focused on the importance of its ties with its
alliance partner even as it enhances its relationships with other like-minded actors around the
world.

* Ydrei: Japanese Ghosts (2026-10-28 21:00)

Japanese ghosts are known for holding a grudge. These phantasms tend to be portrayed in the
white garments used to clothe the dead.

« Sacred Ground: Anime’ s Nagano Heartland (2026-10-28 21:00)

The director Miyazaki Hayao and other leading anime creators have a surprising number of
connections to Nagano in central Japan. The prefecture’ s Suwa region, steeped in prehistoric
Jomon culture, is home to one of Japan’ s oldest Shintd shrines.

« Long Hours, No Breaks for Japan’ s Overworked Teachers (2026-10-28 21:00)

Despite administrative efforts to cut overtime, a recent survey finds that unreduced workloads
mean most schoolteachers in Japan continue to put in long shifts.

* The Magazine Culture that Nurtured Shdjo Manga (2026-10-28 00:01)

Growing International PopularityThe shojo manga Kimi ni todoke: From Me to You, by Shiina
Karuho, has been gaining popularity around the world. It tells the story of love between gloomy,
quiet Kuronum...

* The Magazine Culture that Nurtured Shdjo Manga (2026-10-27 21:00)

The twentieth century brought fresh focuses on a number of different audiences in the manga
field. One of these was shojo manga, which would go beyond “works for girl readers” to
impact other works across all genres. A look at the magazines that propelled these manga into
the limelight.
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« Nara’ s Three-Faced Ashura: The Resolute, Sorrowful Gazes of a Kofukuji Masterpiece
(2026-10-27 00:01)

An Unwavering Gaze in NaraThe Ashura statue of the temple Kofukuji in Nara seems at once
burdened by sorrow and fixed on the future with quiet determination. A national treasure, it
stands as one of t...

« Nara’ s Three-Faced Ashura: The Resolute, Sorrowful Gazes of a Kofukuji Masterpiece
(2026-10-26 21:00)

The temple Kofukuji in Nara is home to a three-faced, six-armed masterpiece created some 13
centuries ago. A look at the lasting brilliance of the Ashura statue and its evocative expressions.

* Tap Water Popular in Japan, but Bottled Water Still Ranks First (2026-10-26 00:01)

Clean and ConvenientPanasonic conducted a survey in April on daily water consumption habits,
targeting 4,700 people, or 100 people each from Japan&rsquo;s 47 prefectures. The survey
inquired which wat...

* Tap Water Popular in Japan, but Bottled Water Still Ranks First (2026-10-25 21:01)

Bottled water topped a ranking of the sources Japanese people mainly use for drinking water,
with convenience as the most popular reason for doing so.

* The Sushi Bus: Dinner on the Go in a New Tokyo Sightseeing Experience (2026-10-25 06:01)

Enjoying Tokyo&rsquo;s Special Views and SeafoodTourists visiting Tokyo have a new and
exciting sightseeing option to try out on their trip: the Sushi Bus. Bringing together two favorites
among intern...

Source: The Japan Times

« North Korea tests cluster bomb warheads in latest ‘major’ weapons test (2026-11-01
04:12)

Pyongyang claimed the warhead is "capable of turning into ashes a target area of 12 to 13
hectares."

+ U.S. Marine arrested in Okinawa for driving under influence (2026-11-01 03:15)

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Kalvin Montoya Cardona, 21, of Camp Hansen was arrested early
Saturday despite a U.S. military-imposed curfew.

« ‘Air-con nation’ Singapore eyes alternatives to cool down (2026-11-01 03:07)

The city-state has the highest per-capita air conditioner ownership rate in Southeast Asia, with
about 99% of private residences equipped with cooling units.
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* Spewing U.S. election falsehoods, Al chatbots face scrutiny (2026-11-01 03:07)

Nov. 3 marks the first U.S. federal election with millions of voters relying on Al for political
information, a trend that may play a key role ahead of the polls.

- India’ s protest movements unite in fresh headache for Modi (2026-11-01 03:06)

The event will bring together two strands of Indian political agitation that had largely operated
separately.

« Japan’ s new disaster agency aims to streamline response, but challenges remain
(2026-11-01 02:45)

The National Disaster Management Agency, which opens Monday, will serve as an operational
control tower to boost the nation's disaster preparedness.

* Kioxia warns flash memory prices stalling after outlook miss (2026-11-01 02:36)

The chipmaker's outlook suggests the unprecedented price spikes of the past year or so are
starting to level off.

* Ryo Hirakawa set for F1 debut as Esteban Ocon denies being in  ‘physical altercation’
(2026-11-01 01:55)

Hirakawa, 32, is a two-time world endurance champion and Le Mans 24 Hours winner with
Toyota, which has a technical partnership with Ferrari-powered Haas.

* Jose Mourinho says Real Madrid and Kylian Mbappe have moved on from China
controversy (2026-11-01 01:43)

Mourinho said that the club has nothing more to say.

« GMO’ s CEO Kumagai to hold news conference Monday on cyberattack (2026-11-01 01:34)

GMO Internet Group CEO Masatoshi Kumagai and other executives will hold a news conference
in Tokyo on Monday to address a series of unauthorized access incidents, the company said
Saturday.

* Taiwan says China harassing shipping with east coast patrol (2026-11-01 01:31)

The China Coast Guard is trying to exert a fictional jurisdiction in the area, seen as a critical
supply route in the event of a blockade or conflict.

* Former island residents fly near Northern Territories for memorial (2026-11-01 01:15)

The aerial memorial service was held mainly because the two countries have suspended
exchange programs.
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* Iran warns U.S. and Israel against new attacks after Trump and Netanyahu threats
(2026-11-01 00:55)

U.S. President Donald Trump suggested he could launch fresh military action after the United
States holds its midterm elections.

« Opposition demands Takaichi’ s attendance as debate continues over tax bill (2026-11-01
00:50)

The LDP hopes to hold Lower House committee and plenary votes Friday on the bill to reduce
the tax rate for food to 1% from 8% for two years.

* Canelo Alvarez reaffirms love for boxing after reclaiming super-middleweight title
(2026-11-01 00:48)

The bout went ahead in Riyadh after a week in which the Saudi-led coalition said it intercepted
Iran-aligned Houthi missiles and drones aimed at the capital.

« ‘Quad’ diplomats express ‘grave concerns’ about economic coercion in veiled jab at
China (2026-10-31 23:40)

Economic security was a key feature of the talks, the officials' third meeting this year, as the
grouping gears up for a leaders' summit this month.

* U.S. to reportedly deport 150 Afghan immigrants back to Afghanistan (2026-10-31 23:40)

Trump last year issued travel bans for a number of countries, including Afghanistan, as part of a
broad immigration crackdown.

+ U.S. midterm campaign enters final weekend as Alaska and California fights heat up
(2026-10-31 23:39)
More than 51 million Americans have already cast ballots in person or by mail, up from nearly
46 million in 2022.
* FBI blames North Korea for $6 billion Binance crypto hack (2026-10-31 23:21)
Binance has said it will cover about 90% of the loss and plans to restore withdrawals, making

progress on a pledge to fully reimburse customers.

* Clashes break out as hundreds of thousands protest in France (2026-10-31 23:18)

More than 500 people were arrested as police fired water cannons and tear gas to disperse
rioters on the sidelines of the demonstrations.

* Fine ‘omakase’ dining, with a twist, at Saki (2026-10-31 23:05)

Curated by a Japanese and a European chef, the courses at Saki include surprises to rankle
purists while delighting the rest of us.
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« ‘Moonlit Golden-Gai’ : A director’ s love letter to Shinjuku’ s bar district (2026-10-31
23:00)

Shinji Nishiki's debut feature finds humor, nostalgia and unexpected family ties among the
regulars of a tiny Tokyo bar.

* Japan Times 2001: Ichiro is American League MVP (2026-10-31 23:00)

Also in the archives, Emperor Hirohito marks his jubilee amid protests and U.S. Vice President
Barkley stresses the need for U.S.-Japan cooperation.

« Putting the almond back into Japan’ s ‘almond tofu’ (2026-10-31 23:00)

If we actually start with almond milk, this sweet morsel can be wholly plant-based and, with a
little imagination, very low waste.

* Trump touted a record Venezuela oil deal. Now reality is setting in (2026-10-31 08:13)

Delivering on the ambition falls to North American Blue Energy Partners, a little-known firm led
by Venezuelan businessman Alejandro Betancourt.

* Trump administration approves potential Patriot missiles sale to Ukraine (2026-10-31
08:06)

The approval comes after weeks of complaints by Ukrainian authorities that its supplies of the
interceptor missiles were dwindling.

« After Louvre heist and string of thefts, Europe’ s smaller museums are on guard
(2026-10-31 07:01)

Concerns are growing that criminals are increasingly targeting smaller institutions with fewer
resources to protect valuable collections.

* Scam centers relocated from Cambodia operate in Madagascar (2026-10-31 07:01)

Raids against online scam centers in Madagascar have exposed ties with a criminal group that
ran similar operations in Cambodia.

« U.S., South Korea and Japan vow ‘complete’ denuclearization of North Korea
(2026-10-31 05:31)

The joint pledge comes as Pyongyang continues to reject disarmament ahead of possible talks
with Washington.

* Doshisha chairman apologizes over fatal boat accident in Okinawa (2026-10-31 05:31)

Eiji Hatta, chairman of Doshisha's board of trustees, offered his "deepest condolences" at a
news conference in Kyoto on Friday.

* Binance hack exposes unsolvable crypto risk: disappearing money (2026-10-31 02:49)
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The $6.3 billion cryptocurrency heist shows that however sophisticated the fortifications,
high-tech criminals are still finding a way in.

* Crypto exchanges call for quick moves to bolster defenses after Binance heist (2026-10-31
02:47)

The $6.3 billion heist has exposed the vulnerabilities of crypto exchanges just as they become
more embedded in mainstream finance.

- ‘Breath of fresh air’ truce brings hope to Ukraine’ s ravaged Kherson (2026-10-31
02:45)

The Russian army seized Kherson in 2022 and occupied it for eight months before Kyiv's forces
took back control.

* Japan considers paying low-income workers ¥5,000 through benefit program (2026-10-31
02:40)

Under the program, a fixed amount is expected to be given to people in work who earn ¥1.19
million or less annually.

* Foreign ministry says 3,600 sets of personal information may have been leaked
(2026-10-31 02:40)

The records contained names and email addresses, including those of some 900 individuals not
employed by the ministry.
- Seven years after fire, Okinawa’ s Shuri Castle inches away from reopening (2026-10-31
02:40)

Final preparations are underway to reopen the main hall of the castle next month.

- Japan demands release of national in meeting with Russia’ s Lavrov (2026-10-31 02:32)

The rare high-level meeting between the two countries came amid strained ties over Ukraine
and a long-running territorial dispute.

« Japan pushes to remove Myanmar from global financial watchdog’ s blacklist (2026-10-31
02:16)

The move is the latest sign that some major countries are looking to bring the pariah state's
military-backed government in from the cold.

* Hegseth faces bipartisan push for his ouster after midterms (2026-10-31 01:37)

Democrats and some Republicans plan to zero in on Hegseth as they seek accountability for
U.S. President Donald Trump's war in Iran.

* Republicans are about to find out if their gerrymanders backfired (2026-10-31 01:36)
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As analysts forecast a "Blue Wave" of support for Democrats, election watchers are weighing
whether Republicans' efforts could backfire.

* Ryu Murakami was a provocateur to the very end (2026-10-30 23:00)

The late author saw creativity and destruction as two sides of the same coin.

 ‘Arrested Memory’ filmmaker Sabu likes to stay on his toes (2026-10-30 08:50)

Shot entirely in Taiwan, "Arrested Memory" is the latest in a string of international productions
helmed by the idiosyncratic filmmaker.

« MLB heads into offseason of uncertainty with lockout looming (2026-10-30 07:55)

At the heart of the negotiations is the issue of a salary cap that would limit how much MLB's 30
teams can spend on player salaries.

* With China in mind, Japan eyes more realistic joint military exercises (2026-10-30 07:42)

Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth made the
commitment at a bilateral meeting this week.

* Pentagon tells Europeans to cool their rhetoric on Russia, sources say (2026-10-30 06:51)

The officials argued that some statements by European leaders and officials have undermined
continental security.

* Jordan Love tosses 3 TD passes as Packers beat Panthers (2026-10-30 06:43)

Love completed 30 of 41 passes for 288 yards with one interception in addition to his three
touchdowns.

* Fire pollution killed 3,560 people in Indonesia in September, report says (2026-10-30
06:37)
The same month, about 57.8 million people in Indonesia were inhaling unhealthy to hazardous

air, according to a new study.

* Prices of nearly 1,500 food and beverage items to rise in November (2026-10-30 06:24)

Kewpie said it would raise the prices of its mayonnaise while Asahi Soft Drinks plans to raise the
price of its Mitsuya Cider soft drink.

* Blackstone said to plan $1.9 billion central Tokyo office sale (2026-10-30 05:51)

The New York-based alternative asset manager is negotiating with a potential buyer, according
to sources.

* Japanese police arrest 6 men over scam from Vietnam (2026-10-30 05:48)
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The Japanese suspects allegedly conspired to defraud a woman in her 20s in Yamaguchi
Prefecture of ¥1 million earlier this year.

« Daiwa profit climbs on strong global markets trading income (2026-10-30 05:31)

Net income climbed 7.8% from a year earlier to ¥51.43 billion in the three months ended Sept.
30, the Tokyo-based company said Friday.

* Brazil’ s Lula forced into tricky top court reform by unrestrained judge (2026-10-30 05:25)

A powerful justice has become a liability for the reelected president just as he prepares for a
new term promising to heal the country's divisions.

* Japanese researchers discover protein that may shed light on fertility decline (2026-10-30
05:17)

The findings could give insight into why older people face higher risks of infertility, miscarriage
and their children having chromosomal disorders.

* Is the viral book rave real? We go to the second event to investigate. (2026-10-30 05:01)

The Jucy Book Rave, which went viral for the unusual choice of reading place in a Shimokitazawa
livehouse, came back with a second event.

* Kim urges drone dominance as North Korea fires missiles and rockets (2026-10-30 04:43)

According to KCNA, Kim said that pursuing superiority in drone technology was "an
indispensable option" given the changing nature of modern warfare.

« Koizumi vows to uphold ‘defense-oriented’ policy at ASEAN meet (2026-10-30 04:42)

The pledge comes as China continues to accuse Japan of "accelerated remilitarization."

* The naive case for deploying U.S. nuclear weapons to Japan (2026-10-30 04:13)

Bringing U.S. nuclear weapons into Japan won't help make the country more secure.

* Venezuela’ s Rodriguez vows to hold election as Machado asks when (2026-10-30 04:06)

Interim head of state Delcy Rodriguez and Maria Corina Machado are expected to vie for the
presidency in a future election.

* Generative Al reduces working hours for government staff, survey finds (2026-10-30 03:54)

Over 50% of the respondents said they were able to reduce working hours by at least one hour
per week.

* Private-sector council proposes use of forex surplus to cover fiscal measures (2026-10-30
03:40)
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Funds are needed to cut the consumption tax rate on food to fight inflation, and to strengthen
the country's defense capabilities.

* Dressing as a nurse this Halloween? Adding a red cross breaks the law. (2026-10-30 03:34)

Often mistaken for a general symbol of medical care, the red cross is protected under the law
and reserved for specific humanitarian purposes.

* Netanyahu bloc finishes ahead in Israel vote, but well short of majority (2026-10-30 03:27)

The results set the stage for tough coalition talks or potentially another vote.

* Africa making Olympic debut with 2026 Dakar Youth Games (2026-10-30 03:16)

Senegal is the first African country to host an Olympic sporting event.

* Bank of Japan holds rates steady even as inflation ticks up (2026-10-30 03:12)

Consumer prices are rising more than 2% a year, a rate that the bank has said is its target.

* Indonesia rain set to ease toxic haze in Singapore and Malaysia (2026-10-30 02:58)

The choking haze from Indonesia's worst fire season in years has cloaked local towns and
drifted across neighboring countries for weeks.

* Japanese journalist arrested in Russia is a pawn, not a spy (2026-10-30 02:58)

Tokyo must disabuse Russian President Vladimir Putin of the belief that journalists are pawns to
be played in the great power's game.

* Takaichi says electricity and gas subsidies will resume in December (2026-10-30 02:54)
The prime minister said the subsidies will be offered until February and could save people

about ¥7,000 over the three months.

* Google erases a record $500 billion as Al eats into sales (2026-10-30 02:54)

The company's reported disappointing search and advertising sales have reinforced investor
concerns about Al's threat to its core business.

+ U.S. fires senior army general over alleged leaks: reports (2026-10-30 02:43)

Since returning to office early last year, Trump has overseen a purge of top military personnel,
including the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

* AL is changing motherhood for the worse (2026-10-30 02:40)

The future is always unknown. Nearly half of moms expect Al will reduce their financial security
and their children's.

* Nvidia chief seen as target of Chinese spy plot (2026-10-30 02:26)
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An executive at a data center company who developed a close relationship with Nvidia CEO
Jensen Huang was found to be a Chinese intelligence asset.

* Fernando Alonso doubles down on comments about backmarkers (2026-10-30 02:22)

Alonso said after last weekend's U.S. Grand Prix that there was "a very low level of driving and
lack of talent" in the bottom third of the grid.

* Renowned Japanese pianist found guilty of driving at 144 kph (2026-10-30 02:11)

According to a court ruling, Kyohei Sorita drove a car at 144 kph on an expressway in Tokyo's
Meguro Ward on the night of Dec. 20 last year.

*Japan’ s beleaguered shoppers are a worry for convenience stores and the economy
(2026-10-30 02:08)

Underlying inflation rose in September at the fastest annual pace in three years, according to
Bank of Japan data, exceeding its 2% target.

« Tokyo inflation exceeds BO)’ s 2% target before rate decision (2026-10-30 02:08)
Overall inflation in the capital stood at 2.8%, while prices excluding fresh food and energy, a key

gauge of underlying inflation, climbed 2.6%.

* Binance freezes more than $2.5 billion in assets amid suspected hack (2026-10-30 02:02)

For crypto faithful who'd been basking in a two-month-long price rebound, the incident is a
potential setback.

» Satisfy your kneads at the Setagaya Bread Festival (2026-10-30 02:00)
From inventive bagels and croissants to beer-and-bread pairings, this Tokyo festival serves up a
weekend of carb-filled fun.

* Shiga Bank and Senshu Ikeda agree to aim for April 2028 integration (2026-10-30 01:57)
"We aim to become a financial group that can realize growth of Kansai," Shiga Bank President

Shinya Kubota said at a news conference.

* Chinese man arrested over spray attack in Tokyo (2026-10-30 01:49)

Ye Shengfeng, a resident of Osaka Prefecture, was arrested on suspicion of spraying a
substance containing capsaicin at a man in his 30s in May.

« SpaceX’ s largest, $3 billion-a-month ‘Customer B’ is Anthropic (2026-10-30 01:35)

SpaceX had said in a filing that about 34.5% of its revenue for the last quarter came from a
single client, identified only as "Customer B."

« A charismatic outsider is reborn in  ‘Ryuji’ (2026-10-29 23:15)
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Nobuo Mizuta sits down with The Japan Times to talk about the genesis of his remake of yakuza
classic "Ryuji."

« Patrick Stewart, Shakespearean actor turned ‘Star Trek’ and ‘X-Men’ star, dies
(2026-10-29 22:27)

The popular actor married three times and had two children. He died at 86 at his home in Los
Angeles.

« ‘Horrific’ Russian drone strike kills 14 at Ukraine train station (2026-10-29 12:06)

Images released by Ukrainian emergency services showed bodies on the platform and rescuers
helping victims to safety.

* Japan to aid wildfire recovery efforts in Mongolia (2026-10-29 11:26)

Takaichi said Japan will offer an aid package featuring plans to provide equipment and help
develop human resources for environmental restoration.

* Hong Kong leader apologizes for deadly Tai Po fire, pledges reform (2026-10-29 11:19)

Lee promised swift but extensive reforms to the city's building industry and regulatory system.

* ECB President Lagarde resigns at time of mounting challenges for Europe (2026-10-29
11:09)

The move comes as the ECB battles inflation risks from an Iran-driven oil shock while a sharp
rise in bond yields threatens to dampen growth.

* Toyota monthly sales fall as China slump enters eighth month (2026-10-29 11:01)

China, the global auto industry's leading market, has proven difficult for the world's biggest
carmaker.

* ANA holdings to fully acquire parent of two midsize airlines (2026-10-29 10:58)

ANA Holdings is exploring the possibility of operating the two airlines under the ANA brand in
the medium term.

* Kyoto prosecutors appeal acquittal over 2013 murder of Ohsho president (2026-10-29
10:51)

In its Oct. 16 ruling, Kyoto District Court found that reasonable doubt remained over whether
Yukio Tanaka was the shooter.

* Spooky, scary, gory: Anime selection for the season (2026-10-29 09:55)

Decades of spooky anime offer plenty of choices for your viewing pleasure this Halloween
season, from ghostly folklore to gory horror.
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* A cruise ship was their home. Now residents of Villa Vie Odyssey must leave. (2026-10-29
09:54)

The ship's hundreds of residents have been ordered to disembark in Sihanoukville, Cambodia,
where it has been stranded because it can't afford fuel.

* Ex-Takenaka manager admits breach of trust over Osaka Expo (2026-10-29 08:54)

The former manager acknowledged having a subcontractor submit inflated bills for construction
work related to last year's World Exposition.

« Japan’ s Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Bank buys stake in Indian PE firm (2026-10-29 08:49)

The investment underscores Japanese institutional investor interest in Indian companies across
financial services, manufacturing and real estate.

* LDP, JIP and DPP plan to cut Lower House seats, ending standoff (2026-10-29 08:30)

The three parties plan to introduce and pass a related bill by the end of the current session to
cut 31 proportional representation seats.

* Politician ordered to pay ¥1.1 million for outing author as transgender (2026-10-29 08:17)

A Tokyo court ruled that the disclosure of the author's assigned gender at birth without her
consent was an unlawful invasion of privacy.

* Taiwan says Pakistan briefly closed airspace to Taiwanese flights (2026-10-29 08:06)

The island suspects China of being behind the unprecedented move.

* Japan must accelerate cyberdefense strategy, former NSA director says (2026-10-29 07:52)

Spending weeks and months on strategy is not conducive to an active cyberdefense posture,
according to former intelligence chief Michael Rogers.

« Sanrio ends ‘Vivant’ collaboration after protest by China’ s state media (2026-10-29
07:42)

A commentary in China's Global Times has accused the hit TBS drama series of vilifying the
country.

* GMO cybersecurity team finds info critical to identifying hackers, CEO says (2026-10-29
07:35)
The hacker group has remained publicly silent since its website revealing GMO client personal
data was taken down Wednesday.
* Naomi Osaka upset by 144th-ranked Mia Pohankova at Pan Pacific Open (2026-10-29
07:26)
Osaka got off to a good start, but her 18-year-old opponent quickly took control of the match
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« Hungary’ s post-Orban shakeout ripples through auto industry (2026-10-29 07:10)

Its tougher line on environmental enforcement comes at a time when the former prime
minister's bet on electric cars is starting to pay off.

« ‘Stupid Never Dies’ : A zombie B-movie resurrected in game form (2026-10-29 06:40)

There's morbid charm to this undead roguelite, but the real terror is in its uneven approach to a
genre with plenty of polished gems.

« Taliban’ s poppy ban falters as Afghan farmers say they can’ t feed their children
(2026-10-29 06:38)

In years gone by, Afghanistan's poppy fields produced about 80% of the world's opium, used in
the manufacture of morphine as well as heroin.

« Company executives and Chinese national held over visa fraud (2026-10-29 06:24)

One of the executives is believed to have submitted fraudulent applications for visas for
between 30 and 40 Chinese nationals beginning in 2020.

* Bloomberg and trading firms to pay Truth Social for fast access to Trump’ s posts
(2026-10-29 06:08)

The social media platform founded by the U.S. president is said to sell speedier access to his
content for up to $100,000 a month.

« Nidec unable to obtain auditor’ s opinion on fiscal 2025 report by end of October
(2026-10-29 05:26)

The motor manufacturer, mired in an accounting scandal, is unable to complete procedures
sought by audit firm PwC Japan Group.

* Airbus ready for linkup with GCAP, CEO says (2026-10-29 05:14)

Joining the British-Japanese-Italian consortium to build a next-generation fighter jet is an option
after the collapse of a Franco-German rival.

* Chiefs add kicker Justin Tucker to practice squad as Harrison Butker struggles (2026-10-29
04:56)
Tucker was released by the Baltimore Ravens in May 2025 amid declining production and

allegations from 16 massage therapists who had accused him of sexual misconduct.

* Tokyo should lead ICC reform, not just defend it (2026-10-29 04:50)

The better path is harder but more defensible: preserve the court, reform its operation and
confront the limits of international law honestly.
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* Motor racing-Perez brings Formula One to Mexico City streets before home milestone
(2026-10-29 04:46)

An estimated 100,000 people gathered for the Cadillac driver's showrun, his fourth in Mexico
during his Formula One career.

« At least 68 people dead in Spain’ s second major train crash this year (2026-10-29 04:38)

It was Spain's second fatal rail crash this year and Europe's deadliest since 2013.

* Hawks complete sweep against BayStars to repeat as Japan Series champions (2026-10-29
04:27)

The Hawks won their ninth Japan Series title since 2011 and their eighth since 2014 to bolster
their status as one of the top dynasties in NPB history.

* North Korea fires off around a dozen ballistic missiles (2026-10-29 04:21)

Seoul said the missiles had been fired from the city of Wonsan on North Korea's eastern coast.

* Ernie Johnson to leave ‘Inside the NBA’ after 2026-27 season (2026-10-29 04:20)

Johnson is in his 37th season as host of "Inside the NBA

« China’ s rare-earth success offers lessons in economic security (2026-10-29 04:04)

Japan and its partners must build alternatives without replicating Beijing's state-directed model.

« Tencent’ s cloud boss plays long game to patch ‘leaky’ AI ship (2026-10-29 04:03)

The company's future industry standing is at stake against a crop of fast-rising artificial
intelligence-native firms from DeepSeek to Moonshot Al

* Real Madrid issues apology to China after comments by Kylian Mbappe (2026-10-29 04:00)

After apologies from Mbappe and La Liga did not quell the response in China, La Liga President
Javier Tebas set up a crisis unit and met with Chinese ambassador Yao Jing.

* Uniqlo scraps price hike on $2 socks after shopper outcry (2026-10-29 03:32)

Earlier this month, the apparel brand had announced broad price hikes for its clothing products
due to rising costs.

* Brewers beat Rays to capture first World Series title (2026-10-29 03:27)

It was the Brewers' first appearance in the Fall Classic in 44 years and first championship since
the franchise was founded in 1969.

* Russia claims consular meeting for detained Japan reporter held promptly (2026-10-29
03:13)
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A consular meeting between embassy officials and the Hokkaido Shimbun reporter took place
nearly two weeks after he was detained.

« Taiwan flags ‘obvious’ threat from 50 Chinese vessels across regional waters
(2026-10-29 03:11)

The secretary-general of Taiwan's National Security Council published a map showing locations
of vessels including the aircraft carrier Liaoning.

« China’ s military creating ‘pressure’ in region, Australian defense chief says
(2026-10-29 02:51)

Beijing deploys hundreds of coast guard, navy and other vessels in the South China Sea, which it
claims almost entirely without legal basis.

* Mbappe backlash shows shrinking margin for error in China (2026-10-29 02:16)

The episode highlights the mounting risks for international brands operating in China, where an
offhand remark can quickly ignite consumer backlash.

* From U.S., Bolsonaro declares himself rightful leader of Brazil after election loss
(2026-10-29 02:07)

The Brazilian senator alleged an electoral coup d'etat had been carried out by his country's
Supreme Court and President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

* Japan to allow incapacitated local chiefs to resign (2026-10-29 01:54)

Based on doctors' diagnoses, deputy leaders will be able to determine the resignation of
governors or municipal mayors who have become incapacitated.

* Fujita Health University seeks approval for uterus transplant study (2026-10-29 01:51)

The team's research plan calls for studying transplants for women without a uterus who wish to
become pregnant and give birth.

* As Iran war drags on, airlines pull back on fuel hedges and warn on fares (2026-10-29
01:50)
Jet fuel accounts for 30% to 40% of airlines' costs, with European and Asian carriers historically

hedging more of their fuel needs than U.S. rivals.

* Wealth management and stock trading boost Nomura profits amid uncertainty
(2026-10-29 01:37)

Net income climbed 13% from a year earlier to ¥103.7 billion ($657 million) between July and
September.

* From Gaza to Ramallah, Palestinians see little hope in Israeli vote (2026-10-29 01:31)
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A common concern is that "an even worse leader" could come into power.

* Kansai emerges as key data center hub as other regions vie for share (2026-10-29 01:25)

According to Fuji Chimera Research Institute, Kansai data centers occupy a total site area of
about 1.16 million square meters — 25% of Japan's total.

* Global fund managers grow bullish on Japanese government bonds (2026-10-29 01:24)

Signs of recovering domestic demand and a more supportive policy backdrop add to the appeal
of elevated yields.

* Trump expands hunt for noncitizen voters with subpoena campaign before midterms
(2026-10-29 01:17)

Legal experts say the subpoenas could be used to contest results in close midterm races,
despite scant evidence that noncitizens voting is widespread.

« Russia using online platform to illegally employ North Korean ‘students’ (2026-10-29
00:01)

Laborers posing as students are propping up Moscow's war in Ukraine while sending cash back
to Pyongyang, skirting sanctions, a probe has found.

* Fed holds fire as Warsh telegraphs more hikes without saying it (2026-10-28 23:03)

Warsh used his assessment of a strong economy and warnings over persistent inflation to signal
the Fed's job is not yet done.

* Palantir’ s defense chief sees China threat to Taiwan over AI (2026-10-28 22:58)

Palantir defense chief Mike Gallagher has said Taiwan's importance to Al development has
made the island more compelling for Beijing to control.

« What’ s at stake for Trump in Israel’ s deadlocked election? (2026-10-28 22:19)
With the Israeli election inconclusive, painstaking coalition bargaining appears to be ahead, with

Netanyahu remaining in a caretaker capacity.

« Israel’ s election gives survivor Netanyahu a path to keep power (2026-10-28 22:15)

With turnout at a record high, Israeli broadcasters put Netanyahu's bloc on course to win 53
seats in parliament, with the opposition bloc of Gadi Eisenkot with 48.

* Japan has mastered the red carpet. AlImost. (2026-10-28 20:30)

Japan's red carpets have glamour down to a science. But in the pursuit of perfection, something
essential can get lost: spontaneity.
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* M5.4 quake shakes Tokyo and surrounding prefectures; no tsunami warning issued
(2026-10-28 15:26)

The quake occurred at a depth of 50 kilometers in northeastern Chiba Prefecture and registered
lower five on Japan's seven-point seismic scale.

* Al is part of solution for climate change, COP31 pledge says (2026-10-28 11:34)

It's not clear which countries will sign up and the U.S., the biggest developer of data centers, is
no longer part of the COP process.

* Takaichi and Merz pledge to boost economic security and tech cooperation (2026-10-28
10:00)

The leaders expressed "grave concern" over economic coercion, including arbitrary export
restrictions and retaliatory measures on critical minerals.

* Two high-speed trains collide in Spain, rail operator says (2026-10-28 09:15)

A Castilla-La Mancha region spokesperson said 147 people had been traveling on the Iryo train
and 397 on the Renfe train.

* Times Car reporting ¥5.5 billion loss has firms bracing for data breach fallout (2026-10-28
09:01)

The parent of Times Car operator Times Mobility announced it plans to report a one-time loss of
¥5.5 billion over a personal data leak.

* With Israel poll results still murky, what happens next? (2026-10-28 08:46)
Votes are now being tallied, followed by potentially long negotiations as parties try to assemble
a governing coalition.

* Website used by hackers to leak info shut down, GMO says (2026-10-28 08:23)
The internet company has announced a bounty of up to $1 million for information leading to

the group's arrest and launched a website to collect leads.

* Three arrested over smuggling endangered tortoises from Thailand (2026-10-28 07:45)

The three are suspected of conspiring to bring three Indian star tortoises and 13 crayfish into
Japan at Osaka's Kansai International Airport.

* DPP approves LDP plan to cut Lower House proportional representation seats (2026-10-28
07:25)

The proposal includes the introduction of a system allowing multiple parties to compile a joint
list of proportional representation candidates.

* November banzuke reveals intriguing trio of dark horse candidates (2026-10-28 07:10)
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Popular veteran Tamawashi is among the rikishi to watch for the upcoming tournament.

* Bank of Japan unlikely to take rates higher this week (2026-10-28 06:55)
The market is betting against a back-to-back rate increase, but sees December as a real
possibility.
+ U.S.-aligned countries, led by Asia, slash U.S. Treasury purchases by 60% (2026-10-28
06:53)

Analysts cite weak currencies, rising yields at home, growing demand for stocks and unease
over U.S. policy.

« China’ s CXMT to start advanced Al memory production despite poor yields, sources say
(2026-10-28 06:45)

The decision highlights China's intense shortage of the Al memory chips, essential to a push to
develop domestic alternatives to Nvidia.

* U.N. panel adopts Japan-led nuclear weapon abolition resolution (2026-10-28 06:23)

The resolution received support from 150 countries, while seven voted against it and 25
abstained.

* Hong Kong has become a safe harbor for international pariahs (2026-10-28 05:58)

Hong Kong is now the connective tissue between Western suppliers and three of the world's
most heavily sanctioned regimes.

« Al agents are coming for your bank’ s easy money (2026-10-28 05:54)

Banks can't rest easy. While they were busy lobbying to protect deposits from crypto, Al got
smarter.

* Putin courts Africa leaders at Moscow summit to expand influence (2026-10-28 05:53)

The continent has taken on greater strategic importance for Russia since its 2022 full-scale
invasion of Ukraine.

* Xi’ s military purges make U.S. deterrence more urgent (2026-10-28 05:50)

President Xi Jinping's sweeping purge of China's military has concentrated power in his hands
and raised the risk of aggression toward Taiwan.

* Al-powered cyberattacks on websites surge (2026-10-28 05:21)

Artificial intelligence is thought to have made it easier for attackers to identify weaknesses in
individual websites.
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* Bereaved family of Kurdish man who died in custody sues Tokyo government (2026-10-28
05:02)

The man's death "reflects a profound lack of human rights awareness within the police
organization," the family's attorney said.

* Children in Japan like reading, but most read less than an hour a week: survey (2026-10-28
05:00)

The survey's findings suggest that even children who enjoy books may be spending less time
reading because they prefer videos and games.

* The Japan Times wins two awards at WAN-IFRA Asian Media Awards 2026 (2026-10-28
05:00)

The Japan Times, Ltd. (Chairperson, Publisher and President: Minako Suematsu) has received
two awards from the World Association of News and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA) at the
WAN-IFRA Asian Media Awards 2026.
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* Defense buildup push faces financial roadblocks (2026-10-28 04:57)

Japan's military ambitions are growing, but so are competing demands on the public purse.

* From students to space: What’ s at stake at EU-Canada summit (2026-10-28 04:57)

Already enjoying a free trade pact and a defense procurement program among other deals,
Brussels and Ottawa hope to deepen cooperation in other areas.

- Down by the River Thames, a failure to build holds back Britain’ s growth (2026-10-28
04:48)
A $1.3 billion redevelopment plan for Purfleet-on-Thames remains in limbo 17 years after it was
first announced.

 Farm minister calls for scientific talks on imports of U.S. potatoes (2026-10-28 04:19)

The discussions will take "considerable time," said Arata Takebe.

« Former NBA guard Malik Beasley to plead guilty in U.S. betting case (2026-10-28 04:11)

The U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of New York alleges that Beasley manipulated
his statistics in certain categories in at least four games to benefit gamblers.
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* Rays win thriller to avoid sweep and stay alive in World Series (2026-10-28 04:03)

The Brewers, who squandered a 12th-inning lead, are still up 3-1 in the best-of-seven series.
Game 5 is set for Wednesday in St. Petersburg.

« Fashion’ s Al era: Face swaps and digital clones (2026-10-28 03:42)

The ability to create lifelike images with artificial intelligence comes with cutting costs by 90% or
more compared to real photo shoots.

* Crypto blitzes U.S. midterms with $176 million as it prepares for post-Trump era
(2026-10-28 03:22)

The $2.75 trillion industry is aggressively spending to elect friendly candidates while targeting
politicians it sees as a threat.

« Rights monitors raise concerns over UAE diplomat’ s bid for next U.N. boss (2026-10-28
03:18)

Pushback against Lana Nusseibeh, the UAE's former ambassador to the U.N., has gathered
steam since her late entry into the race last week.

* Hillary Clinton visits Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum (2026-10-28 03:05)

Clinton said that as many people as possible should visit the museum, according to a former
governor of Hiroshima Prefecture who guided.

« Arsenal manger laments ‘very sad day’ after Fleetwood stuns Premier League giant in
League Cup (2026-10-28 03:02)

Arsenal crashed out 5-3 on penalties in an incredible fourth-round upset that ranks among the
darkest days in the club's glittering history.

* Dutch bid to replace government jobs with Al set to test technology and society
(2026-10-28 02:41)

The size of bureaucracies is a political issue in many advanced economies, but making
technology work and getting public buy-in could prove tricky.

* Japan shipping and energy firms join hands to promote ammonia-powered vessels

(2026-10-28 02:33)

They will also work toward establishing supply chains for ammonia, which is gaining attention
as a fuel with low carbon dioxide emissions.

* Agriculture ministry to buy back more rice, replenishing stockpiles (2026-10-28 02:31)

The move comes as stockpiles remain far below the level deemed appropriate, raising concerns
about food security.
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* Two men charged in U.K. over RAF Fairford incident allegedly linked to Iran (2026-10-28
02:23)

The base had been used by U.S. bombers to carry out strikes on Iran, but they were withdrawn
shortly after five British men were arrested outside it.

« Japan and U.S. defense chiefs discuss munitions production and ‘denial’ strategy
(2026-10-28 02:01)

The U.S. defense chief touted rising investment, greater access, more realistic training "and
stronger production of the munitions our forces need."

* Work interval system yet to take root in Japan (2026-10-28 01:54)

Under the system, employees are required to have a certain number of hours of rest between
the end of one workday and the start of the next.

« Mercedes’ investment in Kimi Antonelli paying off after Ferrari said no (2026-10-28 01:47)

Antonelli is on the verge of becoming Italy's first Formula One champion in 73 years.

* Japan considers easing rules on use of bicycle child seats (2026-10-28 01:41)

Current regulations limit the use of such seats to children who have not yet entered elementary
school.

+ U.S. agency is again probing if Polymarket broke 2022 settlement, sources say (2026-10-28
01:40)

The agency is examining Polymarket's controls for determining where customers are located, as
well as its advertising activities in the U.S.

« Hedge funds gear up for Japan’ s $60 billion Topix revamp trade (2026-10-28 01:33)

A reshuffle impacting more than 700 stocks is expected to trigger around $60 billion of passive
trading at Thursday's close.

* Hackers target U.S. FEC system, disrupting campaign finance disclosures before midterms
(2026-10-28 01:31)

The Federal Election Commission, which tracks the spending of candidates and political
committees, said users could still search for past reports.

* Former Grand Slam winner Stan Wawrinka says goodbye to tennis (2026-10-28 01:15)

The 41-year-old Swiss announced earlier in the season that his last tournament as a
professional would be the ATP 500-level event in his home country.

« Rising rates put Kyoto bank’ s $6 billion gain on stakes in play (2026-10-28 01:10)
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Authorities have been urging lenders such as Kyoto Financial to phase out the practice of
cross-shareholdings to improve corporate governance.

* Over 1,000 still in shelters three months after Kumamoto quake (2026-10-28 01:09)

The prefectural government has announced draft plans to rebuild the daily lives of affected
residents and create disaster-resilient communities.

* Cruise strands passengers in Cambodia after fuel surge (2026-10-28 00:52)

The luxury cruise company suspended operations, citing "extraordinary" fuel costs.

* Israeli opposition leads Netanyahu after inconclusive vote (2026-10-27 23:06)

Voter turnout was close to record highs throughout the day, reaching almost 78% as of 10 p.m.
local time.

* Nidec to sue former executives over accounting issues (2026-10-27 12:33)

Besides Shigenobu Nagamori, the company plans to sue former chairman Hiroshi Kobe and
former chief executives Mitsuya Kishida and Jun Seki.

* New justice minister eager to legalize sole use of maiden names (2026-10-27 11:45)

Justice Minister Takashi Yamashita noted that he does not think amendments to the Civil Code
or the family register law are necessarily required.

* Court finds Hamaoka reactor restart unlikely after data scandal (2026-10-27 11:05)

Chubu Electric said at a separate news conference that it will scrutinize the content of the ruling.

* Chinese leader Xi sends condolences over death of former Japanese PM Fukuda
(2026-10-27 10:44)

China will remember Fukuda's contributions to China-Japan relations and to Asia's
development, Xi said.

- Festival de Frue offers an antidote to Japan’ s samey music festivals (2026-10-27 09:00)

The small-scale music festival has carved out its own identity without relying on deep-pocketed
sponsors or pandering to the algorithm.

* Japan eyes using Indian test ranges for powerful missiles and small attack drones
(2026-10-27 08:52)

Tokyo sent officials to the South Asian nation this month as it eyes the possibility of using the
sites, the GSDF's top uniformed officer said.

* Prescott fires Cowboys to 38-21 win over plummeting Eagles (2026-10-27 08:35)
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The Eagles suffered their fifth straight defeat, having lost starting quarterback Jalen Hurts for
the season due to blood clots.

« Mbappe dropped by Chinese brands for ‘offending national sentiments’ (2026-10-27
08:26)

In China, jokes about Mao Zedong, the country's founding leader who died in 1976, are
considered disrespectful and remain a social taboo.

* Top doubles players call on ATP to rethink proposed changes (2026-10-27 08:15)

"The current plans would shift about $20 million in prize money from doubles to singles," a
group of players wrote.

« Japan’ s UA Zensen union seeks 6% pay hike in 2027 wage talks (2026-10-27 07:48)

One of Japan's largest labor union groups plans to seek increases in line with this year's target,
signaling sustained pressure for higher salaries.

* Former senior Osaka prosecutor changes plea in sexual assault case to not guilty
(2026-10-27 07:33)

The focus of the trial is expected to shift to whether the woman was unable to resist and
whether Kentaro Kitagawa acted with criminal intent.

* Japan urges Russia to release journalist after confirming well-being (2026-10-27 07:16)

The Hokkaido reporter, identified by Russian authorities as Yuki Imai, has been accused of
conducting espionage activities.

* A French accident waiting to happen (2026-10-27 07:00)

France may be the first major test, but other heavily indebted European countries could face
similar pressures.

* Rapidus partners with Indian tech giant on chip development (2026-10-27 05:27)

The two companies have jointly established two development centers in India, which began
fully operating Monday.

* Climate-threatened Fijian utopia rejects calls to relocate (2026-10-27 04:59)

Residents of Serua Island want to protect their ancestral home and the culture linked to it. The
island also boasts "$100 million views."

* GMO tells account holders to prepare for worst as hackers threaten exposure (2026-10-27
04:56)

GMO Internet Group asked account holders to back up data and unplug their computers as a
hacking group threatened to disclose stolen information.
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* Koizumi heads to Philippines for ASEAN defense talks, but China meeting unlikely
(2026-10-27 04:36)

Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi said his ministry had yet to confirm if the Chinese defense
chief would even attend the summit.

* Takaichi administration approves ordinance outlining secondary capital requirements
(2026-10-27 04:05)

Of the 47 prefectures, only Hokkaido, Aichi, Osaka and Fukuoka meet the necessary conditions.

* Manga artist Tetsuya Chiba, creator of ‘Ashita no Joe,” dies at 87 (2026-10-27 04:02)

Born in Tokyo in 1939, Chiba was the first manga artist to receive the Order of Culture, one of
Japan's highest cultural honors.

* Brewers rout Rays to reach brink of World Series sweep (2026-10-27 03:44)

Jackson Chourio went 4-for-5 at the plate, scored twice, stole a base and also drove in a run in
the Brewers' historic eight-run fifth inning.

* South Korea growth tops forecast as chip boom masks weak demand (2026-10-27 03:35)

A contraction in consumption underscored an increasingly uneven expansion that may
complicate the trajectory for further interest-rate hikes.

* Japan mulls registration of foreign agents under new anti-espionage law (2026-10-27
03:30)

Under the plan, people acting on behalf of foreign governments would have to register with
relevant authorities to make their activities transparent.

* Manga artist sues government over revised Imperial House Law (2026-10-27 03:29)

Yoshinori Kobayashi said limiting who is eligible to be adopted into the imperial family violates
the Constitution.

* Borneo struggles to breathe as wildfires fill the air with toxic smog (2026-10-27 03:23)

More than 300,000 people in seven provinces were laid low by respiratory tract infections from
August to October, Indonesia's health ministry says.

« Hanoi’ s oldest luxury hotel tested by influx of rivals amid tourism surge (2026-10-27
03:20)

The 125-year-old Sofitel Legend Metropole faces a new generation of high-end competition
amid Vietnam's push to satisfy double-digit growth ambitions.
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« Apple’ s foldable iPhone Duo draws early complaints of screen cracking (2026-10-27
03:06)

Some customers say the foldable display cracked after just hours or days of use.

* LDP proposes gradual reduction of fuel subsidies (2026-10-27 02:45)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has ordered industry minister Ryosei Akazawa to consider
reviewing the subsidy program.

* Prediction markets open new front for U.S. election misinformation (2026-10-27 02:41)

With hundreds of millions of dollars on the line, experts are warning that live odds could sow
confusion and provide fodder for misinformation.

« On nuclear policy, Koizumi agrees with Finnish defense chief: Japan ‘must not be naive’
(2026-10-27 02:30)

The two defense ministers discussed the Nordic country's decision to allow nuclear weapons
onto its soil as Japan weighs a similar policy shift.

+ U.S. Marine signals involvement in murder-robbery in Okinawa (2026-10-27 02:22)

The 20-year-old Marine allegedly strangled a 39-year-old woman with a telephone cord in a
hotel room in Naha early this month.

« El Nino fires test limits of Southeast Asia’ s cloud-seeding bet (2026-10-27 02:09)

As countries spend more trying to alter erratic rainfall patterns with few lasting results, the
question of the payoff rises for such investments.

* Now home, Venezuela opposition leader Machado walks tightrope with supporters and
Trump (2026-10-27 02:00)

Machado's return to Venezuela after several failed attempts risks straining her ties with U.S.
President Donald Trump's administration.

» Anthropic’ s IPO sets up defining moment for Wall Street and Al boom (2026-10-27 01:51)
As a public company, Anthropic's stock is likely to become the ultimate barometer for the Al

boom.

* Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako meet students at braille library in Kochi
(2026-10-27 01:32)

The imperial couple also met with craftspeople who make traditional paper of the region, and
saw an exhibition of art by people with disabilities.

« Kane crowned Ballon d’ Or winner as Putellas wins women’ s award (2026-10-27 01:29)
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Kane is the first Englishman to win the prestigious award in 25 years, after Michael Owen won it
in 2001.

+ U.S. and Canada working on deal to ease steel and auto tariffs, sources say (2026-10-27
01:24)

Tariffs on Canadian imports have become a political liability for U.S. President Donald Trump
ahead of the midterm elections next week.

* Poured to order: Inside the world of NPB fans and their beer vendors (2026-10-27 01:12)

A familiar face, a quick greeting and a cold pour can become an essential part of the game-day
ritual, though aggressive patronage exists.

« Trump says Brazil election looked ‘rigged’ as Bolsonaro’ s party recognizes Lula win
(2026-10-27 00:59)

Flavio Bolsonaro himself has refused to concede defeat in Sunday's presidential election, saying
he would seek the annulment of Lula's victory.

* Netanyahu touts Trump endorsement on eve of vote (2026-10-27 00:54)

The Israeli prime minister suggested Israel and the U.S. may restart their war on Iran if he wins.

* Gloom in Moscow as Vucic’ s defeat in Serbia deprives Russia of an ally (2026-10-27 00:50)

The loss of another important partner in Europe comes just six months after ally Viktor Orban
was ousted in an election in Hungary.

* Brazil’ s Lula hangs on, but his final term promises to be toughest yet (2026-10-27 00:42)

From day one of his final term, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva will face an uphill battle,
analysts say.

« China’ s synthetic diamond sector eyes higher-margin Al cooling applications (2026-10-26
23:22)

If the gems become more widely used in technology thermal management, China's dominance
could become another supply-chain vulnerability for the U.S.

* Turning untapped talent into a new force for business (2026-10-26 23:00)

Valt Japan's vision is to create "an age of outstanding success for people who face barriers to
employment."

* Meiji Yasuda to buy Man Group stake in asset management push (2026-10-26 11:43)

The Japanese insurer plans to acquire 5% of Man Group, the world's largest publicly traded
hedge fund.
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* Digital Agency adds Al agent to Gennai government platform (2026-10-26 10:33)

The Digital Agency's Gennai generative Al platform is available to about 180,000 government
employees.

* Driverless trucks show how to keep AI from killing us (2026-10-26 09:28)

Autonomous vehicles have a focused job and a coding trail, with a simpler model that provides
a "sanity check" to prevent unsafe maneuvers.

* Government holds urgent cybersecurity meeting in response to recent data breaches
(2026-10-26 09:26)

The meeting on Monday evening discussed countermeasures following a request from GMO
Internet Group for the government to take action.

* The new India-Pakistan ‘cold war’ (2026-10-26 09:20)

India will return to the negotiating table only after Pakistan dismantles, comprehensively and
verifiably, its state-supported terrorist networks.

. Argentina’ s economic chainsaw massacre (2026-10-26 08:48)

Ahead of upcoming elections, Argentine President Milei has achieved an economic recovery and
price stability but driven millions into destitution.

* Japan’ s shipbuilders ramping up investment to double output (2026-10-26 08:44)

The overall amount of investments is on track to exceed ¥1 trillion.

* How purchases of sanctioned Iranian jet fuel were disguised by Myanmar (2026-10-26
08:34)

The lengths taken to disguise the trade suggest U.S. sanctions are biting, but Iranian jet fuel has
continued to flow.

* Chinese beauty brands, flush with success at home, start to vie for global shelf space
(2026-10-26 08:14)

Industry executives speak of a growing confidence that Chinese products will find favor with
consumers worldwide.

* 70% in Japan want to shelter at home after disasters, survey finds (2026-10-26 08:12)

Only about 15% of respondents had a detailed understanding of the preparations needed to
shelter at home.

* Chinese carmakers overtake Japan in Europe for first time (2026-10-26 07:32)

Registrations of Chinese-branded cars roughly doubled from a year earlier in September to
make up 12.7% of total sales across the region.
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* Premium tour plan to Okinawa sanctuary shelved following local opposition (2026-10-26
07:28)

At the center of the controversy was not only the extravagant price of the tour, but its plan to
allow visitors to enter a sacred area.

« Challenger rejects Daiichi Life’ s $4.4 billion takeover offer (2026-10-26 07:26)

Daiichi Life's Australian unit last week offered to buy the remaining 79.5% of Challenger at 11.80
Australian dollars per share.

* No sign of progress in talks over detention of Japanese journalist in Russia (2026-10-26
07:15)

Though Tokyo plans to continue pressing Moscow for a resolution, Russia has not softened its
stance.

* The key to Japan’ s growth strategy: ‘proactive’ economic security (2026-10-26 07:09)
The challenge is to turn ambition into sustainable growth by strengthening economic security
and developing technologies that can compete globally.

* Hawks show what a modern baseball dynasty looks like (2026-10-26 06:09)
The team may not win the Japan Series every year, but their droughts are never likely to last

very long.

* Sapporo mayoral race takes shape with Olympics and foreign population in focus
(2026-10-26 05:53)

Those issues, along with tourism, could prove crucial in the race to succeed Katsuhiro Akimoto.

* Former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda dies at 90 (2026-10-26 05:42)

The son of former Japanese leader Takeo Fukada became the country's first second-generation
prime minister when he assumed office in September 2007.

* BNP Paribas AM builds long-end JGB bet on steep yield curve (2026-10-26 05:32)

The bullish stance comes after superlong JGB yields reached multidecade highs this year amid
concerns over inflation and fiscal spending.

- Government workers’ parliamentary duties linked to higher medical costs: study
(2026-10-26 05:28)

The findings highlight the importance of appropriate health management for government
workers as concerns grow over long working hours.

+ U.S. military bans Chinese-made BYD cars from key air base in Okinawa (2026-10-26 05:15)
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The move comes amid growing concerns about smart technology in the vehicles and the threat
of spying.
« Mercedes’ Kimi Antonelli wins in Texas to move to brink of Formula One title
(2026-10-26 04:59)

Antonelli now needs to score only two points in Mexico City to be sure of the title even if rival
George Russell wins.

* Tomoka Nishiyama to become first woman to enter kishi shogi ranks (2026-10-26 04:57)

The holder of four women's shogi titles said she decided to enter Japan's regular professional
ranks after considering her options for two weeks.

* NFL party goes off without hitch despite unrest in France (2026-10-26 04:56)

The nationwide protests largely overshadowed the buildup to the game, with some fan and NFL
events canceled over the weekend, mainly due to their location in central Paris.

* Father of woman struck by man who jumped from building seeks murder charge
(2026-10-26 04:55)

Kenji Inaba, whose daughter Hora died, argues that the 29-year-old man — who survived —
knew his actions might cause another person's death.

* Unscrupulous businesses preying on older people with dementia (2026-10-26 04:42)

Experts say it is essential to establish a support system to protect this vulnerable group from
businesses that try to take advantage of them.

* Yuri Yoshida rallies for first victory on LPGA Tour (2026-10-26 03:42)

Yoshida, 26, became the fourth player from Japan to win this season and the fourth first-time
winner on the LPGA Tour.

* Tensions high as North Korea howitzer spotted near South Korean border (2026-10-26
03:23)

The presence of the self-propelled 122-mm howitzer near the border marks a rare visible
deployment of such artillery.

* Trump says decision nearing on Iran as he weighs diplomacy or renewed strikes
(2026-10-26 03:10)

Trump has suggested that U.S. strikes on Iran could resume after the Nov. 3 midterm elections
and he has sent additional forces to the region.

* One year after split with LDP, Komeito seeks fresh direction with new leader (2026-10-26
03:06)
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Whether newly elected leader Mitsunari Okamoto can expand both the number of
representatives for the party and its support base remains to be seen.

* Brazil’ s Lula wins record fourth term in a shock comeback (2026-10-26 02:54)

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's victory was eked out in the 11th-hour after voters from his
heartland rallied to the rescue.

* Yen becoming more favorable hedge against Al market shock, says Goldman Sachs
(2026-10-26 02:34)

The currency surged 0.9% against the dollar and reached its strongest level in over a month last
week amid concerns over the technology boom.

« Israel’ s Eisenkot vows unity as Netanyahu paints him as soft on Iran (2026-10-26 02:33)

Polls have shown Benjamin Netanyahu and Gadi Eisenkot to be neck and neck as Israel heads
into a consequential election.

* France dodges rerun of looting and riots at protests (2026-10-26 02:33)

The more subdued weekend would suggest the government's decision to boost police numbers
and contain marches paid off.

« Grabbing a bargain: Japan’ s claw machines cash in on inflation (2026-10-26 02:25)

"Shop-and-play destinations" merge essential buying with entertainment so that families do not
feel a need to choose between the two.

* Ex-opposition heavyweight Edano negative on forming new party (2026-10-26 02:25)

"I am basically thinking about how we should make much of parties that we have now," said
former chief Cabinet secretary Yukio Edano.

* Senior U.S. Democrat says midterm win would give party stronger voice in shaping Asia
policy (2026-10-26 02:21)

Rep. Ami Bera said he hoped to advance legislation reinforcing the U.S.-Japan alliance and
support for Taiwan.

* New farm minister inspects typhoon damage in Chiba (2026-10-26 02:11)

Arata Takebe pledged to do his best to restore damaged facilities to ensure that local farming
operations will be conducted normally next year.

* Minors detained over ‘Shorinji racing’ pranks in Osaka and Hyogo (2026-10-26 02:04)

About 250 incidents tied to the social media-driven trend of pranking were reported in Osaka
Prefecture in September and October, police said.
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* From Carnegie to Claude: AI wealth could reshape philanthropy (2026-10-26 01:47)

Anthropic has said it would commit 5% of its shares to a public benefit fund, a stake that could
be worth $100 billion when the firm goes public.

+ Convenience stores, toilets and the allure of everyday Japan (2026-10-26 01:35)

Forget the temples and the famous landmarks. For some visitors, the country's appeal lies in
the infrastructure of daily life.

« SoftBank’ s Son plans $50 billion Malaysia tech outlay, PM Anwar Ibrahim says
(2026-10-26 01:34)

A push in Malaysia would expand SoftBank's reach in Southeast Asia, a region that is emerging
as a key hub for Al infrastructure such as data centers.

* Houthis claim attack on Riyadh airport hours after flights resume (2026-10-26 01:33)

Saudi authorities have not commented on any new airport attack.

* Fukushima Gov. Uchibori wins fourth term in landslide election (2026-10-26 01:02)

Uchibori, 62, received support from local chapters of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party and
three opposition parties.

* Machado returns to Venezuela to urge democratic transition (2026-10-26 00:22)

Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado's return risks complicating the administration of U.S.
President Donald Trump's strategy for Venezuela.

« Al spending fears threaten to swamp Big Tech’ s strong earnings (2026-10-25 22:55)

Based on the violent market reaction to Meta's rising capital expenditures last week, the
response to any disappointment likely won't be forgiving.

* Japan faces shortage of language teachers for foreign workers (2026-10-25 11:40)

Of the survey's respondents, 125 organizations, or 35.9%, said they had not secured sufficient
numbers of teachers and had no prospects for doing so.

* What can Asia do to avoid crossing crucial climate tipping points? (2026-10-25 09:00)

At a global conference in smog-hit Malaysia, scientists outlined how the Earth's natural systems
are buckling due to warming.

« Is Israel strong enough to go it alone? (2026-10-25 09:00)

Opinion polls suggested this would be a tight race. And that was before the U.S. president put
his hand on the scales by endorsing the incumbent.

* How this long-term resident avoids the annoying tourist label in Japan (2026-10-25 08:57)
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Don't like being lumped in with the growing crowds of foreign tourists? We have you covered.

+ U.S. Marine indicted in Okinawa robbery-murder case (2026-10-25 08:26)

According to the indictment and other sources, the suspect allegedly strangled the woman with
a telephone cord in a hotel room in Naha.

* Opposition parties urge Takaichi to explain tax cut bill herself (2026-10-25 07:15)

Opposition representatives questioned the lack of details about a planned benefit program
included in the legislation.

* Brewers rally past Rays to take 2-0 lead in World Series (2026-10-25 05:55)

Game 3 of the best-of-seven series is Monday in St. Petersburg, Florida. Only 10 teams have
overcome a 2-0 deficit to win the World Series

* Quiet quitting comes to India. AI will make it worse. (2026-10-25 05:47)

There is evidence that Al, while helping experts become more productive, is hollowing out the
skills young people acquire early in their careers.

* A dramatic bear hunt in a midsize Japanese city could be a harbinger of what is to come
(2026-10-25 04:20)

Utsunomiya's dramatic three-day ordeal with an at-large bear could be a mere sign of what's to
come for Japanese cities.

* Not so cozy? Japanese bookstore fiction gets real. (2026-10-25 04:14)

Translated Japanese fiction is obsessed with quiet stories taking place in bookshops and cafes,
but life and work in Japan is not as idyllic as it seems.

* Budget-friendly restaurant chain Saizeriya succumbs to rising costs (2026-10-25 03:56)

The nationwide menu prices for the chain are to increase by an average of 6%, with some
heavy-traffic locations to rise by 10%.

* Ami Nakai captures second consecutive title at Grand Prix de France (2026-10-25 02:47)

She was only third in the short program, but she leapfrogged both Anastasiia Gubanova and
Yuna Aoki to take gold.

* Cartel-suspected brewers held beer prices steady after 2023 tax cut (2026-10-25 02:24)

The Japan Fair Trade Commission is investigating a possible cartel regarding shipping prices
among Asahi, Kirin, Suntory and Sapporo.

« Will France’ s mass protests and riots spread across the globe? (2026-10-25 01:54)
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France's waves of unrest reveal social and economic tensions while raising concerns that
far-right forces could exploit public discontent elsewhere.

« ‘Tech debt coming due’ : Al-found flaw signals chaos ahead (2026-10-25 01:33)

The vulnerability to potential hackers was found by using a model from OpenAl in one of the
most high-profile demonstration of Al's cybercapabilities.

* Replies mentioning foreign citizens surge on Takaichi’ s X account (2026-10-25 01:09)

In some cases, comments against immigrants were repeated even when the prime minister did
not mention policies pertaining to foreign nationals.

* Sinking profits turn China’ s $3.5 trillion stock rout into trap (2026-10-25 01:08)

Further darkening the outlook is the growing perception that leaders are in no rush to
jump-start an economy that is slowing but at a tolerable speed.

* Trump defends tariffs at rally as he says Audi to build U.S. plant (2026-10-25 01:02)

The Audi announcement marks a political win for Trump, who has been on the defensive about
the domestic effects of his tariffs.

« Summer heat’ s toll on Europe: 50,000 deaths and a €17 billion GDP hit (2026-10-25
00:09)

Almost two-thirds of the deaths linked to high summer temperatures would not have happened
without climate change, a study showed.
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